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INtervIew

the leader of Andorra endavant, 
Carine Montaner, set off the alarms 
this past friday by asking the he-
ad of government, Xavier espot, to 
submit to a vote of confidence by 
the general Council following the 
general unrest over the new draft 
law on sustainable growth and the 
right to housing. from el PeriÓ-
diC we speak with Montaner so that 
she can explain this request in mo-
re detail and what the next steps will 
be.

— It has been almost four months 
since the meetings of the working 
group on housing began and now 
its parliamentary group presents 
its departure. what has happened 
to get to this point?
— the legislature had started well, 
in the sense that the government 
wanted consensus with all the po-

«the government has 
crossed the red line of 
what Ae can tolerate 
in the area of state 
interventionism»

litical forces to resolve the issue 
of housing. And during the easter 
school holidays, the government 
announced, unilaterally, overly in-
terventionist measures typical of a 
communist country. Measures that 
have never been debated within 
the housing working table.

—How did you perceive these 
measures from their parliamen-
tary group?
— We felt deceived. the press con-
ference had us thinking it was a bad 
Holy innocents day joke. obvious-
ly, all the political forces share the 
same goals, but we needed to work 
on «how?» How can we achieve the 
goal? With what measures? the in-
tention and the actions we take to 
achieve the goal are two different 
things.

—with what roadmap did Andor-
ra endavant intend to move for-
ward?

—We, during these three years of 
forced extension of rental contracts, 
had proposed several measures. 
the first was to compensate the ow-
ners for the forced extension with 
a tax exemption from personal in-
come tax to avoid a serious shorta-
ge in three years. then, to achieve, 
with public— private collaboration, 
a public housing park at a price ac-
cessible to workers and nationals of 
the country. thirdly, to fight against 
the shell companies that block the 
rental market by hosting their «eco-
nomic activity» in a flat, since they 
are companies that do not pay ta-
xes and do tax evasion. And, fina-
lly, help foreign investors from out-
side to declare their property in the-
ir country of origin. An apartment 
very often empty, for fear of tax re-
prisals at home. it was necessary to 
ask for a tax amnesty in the neigh-
boring countries for these people. 
At the diplomatic level, there is al-
ways a negotiating commitment, 
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«Who will buy the 
flats will be Andorra’s 
big families and 
residents with high 
purchasing power»

especially with the issue of the fight 
against shell companies.

—  the General Council had alre-
ady voted unanimously on a me-
asure related to this fact.
—Pay 50 euros per m2 for empty 
flats. in other words, for a 100 m2 
flat, the owner would pay 5,000 eu-
ros a year. that’s a lot of money. the 
measure would have served to put 
a few flats on the rental market, but 
without waiting at all and starting 
the new tax to see how the market 
reacts, the government is talking 
to us about another measure: that 
of expropriation temporary empty 
flats. the executive has crossed 
the red line of what Andorra enda-
vant can tolerate on a scale of sta-
te interventionism. What a gover-
nment cannot do is create legal un-
certainty.

— there is talk about a transfer 
by the Government for those ow-

ners who do not want to rent or 
sell their empty flats. will it help 
alleviate the housing problem?
—  no, on the contrary. With the 
legal insecurity, with the interven-
tionism on empty flats and tou-
rist flats, we will have an avalanche 
of flats for sale, instead of having 
flats on the rental market. People 
who have a mortgage for their in-
vestment will sell. if there are many 
flats for sale, and with the tap al-
most turned off by foreign inves-
tors, who will buy? the large fami-
lies of Andorra and residents with 
high purchasing power. there will 
be few buyers, more supply than 
demand and prices will fall. if the 
faucet is turned on again in the fu-
ture, these people will make capi-
tal gains. the small broke and the 
big investors of the country will win.

— On previous occasions you 
spoke of «disappointment» to-
wards the executive. Is this really 
how you feel right now?
—  disappointment and disgust, 
yes.

—this past Friday you made pu-
blic a direct request to Xavier es-
pot to submit to a vote of confi-
dence. why did you decide to ta-
ke this step forward from their 
parliamentary group?
— i have nothing against Mr. espot, 
since for Andorra endavant the first 
is Andorra. We think that the too in-
terventionist ideas of Mr. espot re-
present a danger for Andorra and 
that important people in the co-
untry have questioned his ability to 
govern. it is very difficult to raise a 
country and it is very easy to bring 
it down. i think that, if he does not 
correct his course, taking into ac-
count the discontent he has at ho-
me, he should present the vote of 
confidence for dignity and to know 
whether he has legitimacy to con-
tinue or not.

—  the possibility of a vote of no 

confidence was discussed in case 
the head of government does not 
give in to this request.
—  in the event that he does not 
correct his course, that he does not 
put his interventionist measures in 
the drawer and that he does not 
submit to the vote of confidence, 
the parliamentary chamber should 
find the courage to present a vo-
ter of no confidence to save the co-
untry.

—For the moment, who have you 
contacted from your group to 
carry it out?
—With people who love their co-
untry above all else.

— Democrats have a clear parlia-
mentary majority.
—  they won the elections with the 
slogan «Confidence», but i will tell 
Mr. espot that «it is very difficult to 
keep trust, but it is very easy to lose 
it». And i will add that many of his 
own, and those who support him, 
have lost confidence in him.

— Are you referring to members 
of Democrats and Ciutadans 
Compromesos?
— yes, of course. statements we-
re already heard about it. the ex— 
syndic Joan gabriel spoke of a 
coup d’état and he is right.

—  You also mentioned six gene-
ral councilors who are already sa-
tisfied with the vote of no confi-
dence.
— We have conversations about 
the bad dream we are living... if he 
doesn’t rectify it, we will seriously 
seek support.

—Do you continue with the in-
tention of taking the Housing Bill 
to the Constitutional Court if the 
Government does not take a step 
back?
— yes. We are fighters, we will ex-
haust all the solutions at our dispo-
sal....
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Bitcoin is a revolutio-
nary cryptocurrency 
that has generated mas-
sive interest in recent ye-
ars. While many focus 
on its price and volati-
lity, the true value of bit-
coin lies in its technolo-
gy and the protocol on 
which it is based.

First, it uses Blockc-
hain technology, a de-
centralized way of ke-
eping a record of trans-
a c t i o n s  o n  i t s  o w n 
platform. This techno-
logy allows total trans-
parency and security in 
all operations, since all 
information is recorded 
in the encrypted block 
chain and is completely 
immutable.

In addition, it is a di-
gital asset, with the usu-
al abbreviation BTC, 
which is not controlled 
by any Government or 
financial institution. 
This means that no one 
can manipulate their va-
lue, power and control 
of their finances, which 
rests in the hands of the 
users themselves, wit-
hout intermediaries or 
restrictions. The operati-

it’s not its price, it’s its value
tHe trIBuNe

Historically, the price of bitcoin has 
tended to rise after each halving, 
and this will be the fourth time
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ons are validated by mac-
hines with the protocols 
established by the Bloc-
kchain network itself.

The Blockchain Bitco-
in platform has a system 
similar to a gold mine, 
with a treasure limited 
to 21 million BTC and 
compensation for mi-
ning blocks every 10 mi-
nutes. Miners, in this 
case millions of servers 
distributed around the 
world as tireless wor-
kers, mine or, in our case, 
verify transactions and 
add them to the blockc-
hain. The latter compete 
to solve a complex mat-
hematical problem, and 
the first to solve it recei-
ves bitcoins as a reward. 
However, approximate-
ly every four years, the 
bitcoin network imple-
ments an event known 
as halving, which halves 
the reward miners recei-
ve for each block mined, 
with the goal of continu-
ally shortening the spe-
ed in which the creation 
of new bitcoins is intro-
duced.

Halving is not an iso-
lated event, but is part 
of bitcoin’s design and 
technical operation. Sa-
toshi Nakamoto, the cre-
ator of this Blockchain, 
implemented this stra-

tegy to ensure its long— 
term sustainability.

Historically, the price 
of BTC has tended to rise 
after each halving, and 
this will be the fourth ti-
me. This is attributed to 
the combined effect of 
increased scarcity, pro-
tection against inflation 
and increased interest in 
the digital asset. Howe-
ver, it should be noted 
that the bitcoin market 

is volatile, and its price 
can fluctuate due to vari-
ous external factors.

April 16th is estimated 
to be the actual halving 
event, and it is for this re-
ason that investors and 
miners are watching for 
possible changes in its 
price. At the time of wri-
ting, the value of bitcoin 
has increased in the last 
year by 160%.

Despite the criticism 

and concerns surroun-
ding bitcoin, its value 
cannot be denied. Its 
disruptive technology, 
security, and inherent 
scarcity make bitcoin an 
attractive option for spe-
culators. Its price may be 
fickle, but its real value 
remains in its solid foun-
dation and the trust it 
generates in its users.

Bitcoin is not just a 
cryptocurrency with a 
floating price, but its va-
lue lies in its decentrali-
zed technology, its scar-
city, and its ability to wit-
hstand inflation. .
President and founder of 
Andblockchain

pEXEls

the true value of bitcoin lies in its technology and the protocol on which it is based
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In the month of February, the 
Government promoted the re-
gulation relating to the autho-
rization conditions for the ex-
ploitation of water abstractions 
intended for human consump-
tion, with the aim of setting the 
limits to carry out «sustainable 
and safe exploitation”. This re-
gulation will allow 109 of the 
156 listed catchments that we-
re not authorized to comply 
with the rule and be able to car-
ry out the corresponding pro-
cedures for their regularizati-
on.

According to the data provi-
ded by the Ministry of Health, 
the fact that 70% of the catch-
ments were not authorized res-
ponds to the fact that «during 
the last years the existing re-
gulatory framework was not 
sufficiently adapted to the fac-
tual reality and geographical 
dimensions, which has preven-
ted the appropriate adminis-
trative regularization of the ex-
ploitation of the catchment”. It 
is for this reason that the new 
regulations were promoted, gi-
ven the realization that a regu-
lation was needed that adapted 
to current needs and reality.

Even so, it should be noted 
that one of the novelties of the 
new regulation, with the aim 
of facilitating the authorizati-
on of the exploitation of catch-
ments, is that three types of 
catchments are defined depen-
ding on the flow captured, the 
type of management and the 
number of people covered. In 
this way, with the new regulati-
on these 109 catchments would 
be of types A and B and can be 
regularized «easily», as indica-

109 of the 156 census catchments will adhere to the norm and be qualified for potable consumption
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three types of 
catchments are defined 
depending on the flow 
caught, the type of 
management and the 
number of people

the new Government regulation will allow 
regularization of 109 water catchments
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A water tank.

ted by the Executive.
Specifically, these would be 

municipal or private catch-
ments that offer, through a 
network, a basic drinking wa-
ter supply service to the public 
and capture a flow rate of mo-
re than 20 m3/day; catchments 
that supply more than 100 pe-
ople (type A) or catchments in 
which the catchment flow is 
less than 20 m3/day and suppli-
es less than 100 people, or pri-
vately managed or communa-
lly managed catchments that 

offer service expressly to camp-
sites, restaurants , industry, 
bars, hotels or other types of ac-
commodation or services (ty-
pe B). Even so, and with regard 
to the procedures, a new one 
has been created under the na-
me ‘Application for authoriza-
tion and registration of exploi-
tation of water abstractions 
intended for human consump-
tion’, through which all the do-
cumentation that must be at-
tached is defined, informs the 
ANA. .


