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» We talk to Lildami, a ‘trap’ singer in Catalan who will be performing tonight at the
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Dl 28 Lo jubicl o 01 Logess - 2023 Trap Singer
and Indus-
trial Design
graduate,
Damia Ro-
driguez is

one of the most recognized artists
in the Catalan urban scene. Better
known as Lildami, this 29-year-old
guy from Terrassa already has six al-
bumsunderhislabel, thelastofthem
being ‘Dummy’, where his most suc-
cessful track is framed: ‘Supermar-
ket’. Tonight,at10:30 p.m., hearrives
in Sant Julia de Loria to perform at
the Festivities and from EL PERIODIC
we talked to him about this fact, as
well as a review of his career and the
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vision he has of the musicindustry.

-How does a graduate in Industrial
Design get into the world of music?
-By luck or by miracle. I have no
musical training nor have I stu-
died solfeggio or production, since
everything I have learned minimally
has been self-taught. I think, howe-
ver, that music is not just knowing
how tosing or produce, but that, like
any other art, there is a very impor-
tant communicative part. And the
shortcomings [ have when it comes
to creating a wheel of agreement I
make up for with good communica-
tion.

=Your lyrics stand out for giving a po-
sitive message, but to what extent is
this always possible? Is it sometimes

hard to find the positive side of life?
-IthinkI have all kinds of lyrics, but
itis true that ifyou look at the ‘big
picture’ an optimistic message pre-
vails.Theworldisalreadyscrewed up
enough for the songs to feedback on
this situation. [ have songs with so-
cial criticism, others sadder... howe-
ver, I like to focus on the good things
and notso much on the bad.

—And what inspires you when crea-
ting these songs? Would you say that
you are a composer with a fixed me-
thod?

—-Not even close. Inspiration can co-
me to you at any time, I usually get
ideas when I'm driving or doing
things around the house. From he-
re, Irecord them on my mobile and
then develop them in the studio.
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WhatIfind mostdifficultand I think
makes thedifferenceis findinga sub-
jectthatisnotlove orabstract facts.I
like to talk about specific things and
paint spaces or scenes that people
canrepresentin their heads.

-It is one of the most recognized
‘trap’ songs in Catalan throughout
Catalonia. Is there pressure in the fa-
ce of such an event?

-There is no pressure because [ don’t
know how true this statement can
be and it’s not a title that wants to
say anything either. There are many
people who have been doing incre-
dible things for a long time, but it is
true that in a mainstream space like
radio or television there has never
been a figure like mine before. Then
more than pressure there is a pride
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eole 11 remember thé guy with
heart glasses sooner than the guy
dressed injeansandapoloshirt»

in saying: «<wow,  hope this serves to
open doors and that the people who
come behind do even more beastly
things».

-Your music is also accompanied
by a very particular aesthetic. Has
this benefited you or the other way
around?

-IfThad to choose, it would be mo-
re positive than negative. I think the
music industry, when you bring it to
professionalization, works like any
business where you want your pro-
duct to stand out. I understand that
the way I dress, which is completely
natural and was how I used to dress
before musicwas good for me, isa po-
sitive factor because people will re-
member the guy with the heart glas-
ses before the guy in the suit with



jeans and a polo shirt.

-Do you think then that the music in-
dustryisreadyto count on‘dissident’
voices like yours or does a kind of
classism still prevail?

-WhatIthinkisthatthereare people
much more disruptive than me and
with more transgressive bets when it
comes to dressing or sending a mes-
sage. My intention is to be myself at
all times, no matter what they say.
However, I think the industry is not
asreadyaswe think, butthe publicis.

-What does seem to be the case is
that the market is becoming more
and more competitive, where ever-
yone can enter.

-Iam always in favor of the democra-
tization of all sectors. The progress of
social networks, technology or tele-
vision music programs are positive
events that have meant that making
musicorexpressingyourselfmusica-

«Supermercat’isa
song that I love, but
at notime did | think
that people would
empathize so much
with it»

llyisnolongerlinked to having stu-
died for four years at ESMUC (Esco-
la Superior of Music of Catalonia)
or eight years practicing solfeggio.
Thatitlater works, that people like
itor thatitis well done is another
matter, but from the start I think
that the line of getting started in
music is quite low. An example of
this is that you no longer need stu-
dies 0£200,000 euros to do accor-
ding to which things.

-In 2019, you made the jump from
YouTube to the real world with your
album ‘Flors mentre visqui’. What
led you to make this decision?

-It was all after signing my first re-
cording contractattheend of2018.
Itwas the first stone of making mu-
sic outside of what was the Inter-
net, not only with a record but also
with a tour throughout Catalonia.
It could be said that it was the mo-
ment where everything materiali-
zed and became professional.

-Since then, you have been relea-
sing music continuously for four
years. What s the balance of all this
time?

—More than positive. It has helped
me to understand how it works, as
well as a lot of things that are go-
od and others that maybe not so
much. I am very happy and think
that I am a privileged person to be
able to dedicate myselftowhatIdo.
It makes me wake up every day and
be happy, I promise.

Festivities in Sant Julia de Loria

-We can’t help but talk about your
single ‘Supermercat’, the song that
«hit it» the most and has broken liste-
ning records on YouTube and Spotify.
What does it take to connect with the
public in this way?

-In the end, the things you least ex-
pect are the ones that end up wor-
king best. ‘Supermarket’ is a subject
that I love, with very funny lyrics,
but at no time I thought that people
would empathize so much. How
many people have fallen in love in
a supermarket? Probably very few.
And it mayseem likeit’s a very niche
subject, butin the end I thinkit’s the
most transversal subject I have and
it’s beautiful to see how in a concert
the song is enjoyed by an eight-year-
old boy to a sixteen-year-old or pa-
rents of forty years old.

—Precisely, ‘Supermercat’ is inclu-
ded in your latest album, ‘Dummy’.
What can you tell us about it?

-It is my most pop album, a
transition towards this style
because it is where I feel
comfortable, but without
forgetting the roots. I come
from rap and in ‘Dummy’
there are purely rapped sub-
jects, then it is characteri-

zed by these bands between

the two styles. And above all

itis what we discussed at the
beginning, it has a positive
message, but at the same

time a stinking social cri-

ticism and some ironies
thatIfind quite funny.

—And how did a proposal
like this come about?

-Trial and error. I've been doing mo-
re melodic or more ‘singable’ tracks
for some time now and between my
second album and the release of ‘Su-
permercat’ I realized thatI feel very
comfortable doing tracks of this
style in the recording studio. They
are songs that arise naturally and I
interpret them as my own songs, itis
notstrange to me.

-1 imagine that the public’s response
will also be positive.

—-Of course! Inotice above all thatitis
arecord that works very well on live
and theresponseat the concertsis be-
ing great. In addition, this year espe-
cially we have prepared a very good
live show and I think it shows. They

«Being a television
presenter orjudge

has been quite a
professional challenge,
but lam very grateful
for the opportunity»

«The music industry
is not as ready as
we think to receive
dissident voices, but
the public is»
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are the kind of songs that, although
you may not have had the chance to
listen, ifyou do it live they are funny
and invite you to dance.

-In addition in recent years you have
participated as a jury and presenter
of severaltelevision contests. | guess
it’s quite a change to go from being
the ‘judge’ to doing it yourself.

—Yes, especially because I had never
done anything professionally on te-
levision, beyond doing an interview
orsinging.Itwas quite a professional
challenge that I enjoyed doing and
I am very happy and grateful thatI
was given the opportunity.It’s a new
record thatIhaven’tdone beforeand
Ifelt particularly comfortable.

-And whatwouldyousayitis thathas
brought you to this new facet of tele-
vision?

-It’s what I was telling you, it was a
professional challenge that [ hadn’t
had the opportunity todobeforeand
it allowed me to learn a little about
how television works and how to de-
velop myselfin it. I am very grate-
ful because my music, which was al-
ready in the form it was, has been gi-
venaspeakersothat peoplewhomay
havehad barriers or prejudices come
tolisten toitand end up liking it.

-Now you arrive in Andorra as the
maindish of the Festivities of SantJu-
lia de Loria. What can we expect from
the concert?

-Good vibes and some time to dan-
ce and sometimes to reflect, but abo-
ve all a desire to have a good time.
The experience I am having with the
people who come to the concerts is
ofan audience that maybe comes wi-
thout any pretensions and suddenly
discovers some songs and a style of
music that they may not have heard
before, but that they like.

—-The concertis part of your new tour.
Inwhat other places can we seeit so-
on?
—-These days we have been to festivals
at Acampada Jove and Paupaterres,
and just before coming to Sant Ju-
lia today we have been to Emporda
Music Fest. Then we will continue
shooting around the Festiuet, the
whole area of the Costa Brava, Pla-
tja d’Aro...we will cover quite a bit
ofthe entire Catalan geography.

~This will be like making you cho-
ose between one of your su-
pposed children, but of all your
songs, which one would you
choose?
-Without a doubt, ‘Supermar-
ket’ foreverythingwe have dis-
cussed and what it has meant
to my career, since it was a be-
fore and an after and I have a
lot of appreciation for it. And if
itwasn’t thisone...Icouldn’t tell
you, I have different memories
with all of them and they mean a
lot to me. Look, thinking about it,
it could be ‘Maleducao’, it’s one of
the older songs, but I love it becau-
se it was the point where I started
to believe that dedicating myself to
music could become minimally se-
rious. =
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