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«When someone tells me that they 
liked my novel, I feel that there is also a 
piece of me that has captivated them»

laura
Casanovas 
Writer and teacher of catalan

Born in La Seu d’Urgell, settled in 
El Ges for fourteen years with her 
family and graduated in Catalan 
Philology, Laura Casanovas Borell 
would define herself as a great lo-
ver of books. This year she won the 
Carlemany Prize 2023 with her se-
cond novel, Les estrelles de Lili-
th, and from EL PERIÓDIC we we-
re able to talk to her about this mi-
lestone, as well as her passion for 
writing and her literary career, 
among many other topics.

–What do books mean to you?
–For me, books and reading are my 
great passions. I am a great reader 
and I think that reading makes us 
wiser, freer, and more critical, but 
above all happier. Encouraging 
reading is synonymous with pro-
moting the happiness of people 
and of society as a whole. As a tea-
cher of Catalan, I always encoura-
ge people to read and, in addition, 
I am in two reading clubs: LiterArt 
in Escaldes-Engordany and ano-
ther in Canillo.

–Where does this passion for the li-
terary world come from?

EL PErIòDIc
escaldes-engordany

@alexmonterooo97

«Books and reading 
are my great passions. 
I think that reading 
makes us wiser, freer 
and more critical, but 
above all happier»

–From a very young age there were 
many books in my house, but there 
weren’t many children’s books be-
cause it wasn’t the usual. I looked 
at adult novels and wished I could 
read them all, a wish that over ti-
me I have been able to fulfill. Sin-
ce I was able to start doing it for 
myself I haven’t stopped and I still 
keep intact the illusion of being 
told stories.

–What led you to make to writing?
–I started writing diaries at a very 
young age, writing what happe-
ned to me and what I felt. I never 
taught them and never will, but 
I was like that from 11 to 35. The-
re came a time when, I don’t rea-
lly know why, I wanted to enter a 
children’s story competition that 
was held in La Seu d’Urgell and I 
ended up winning it. I think that 
literary contests have a very go-
od function to encourage people 
to write, since otherwise it is very 
difficult to start. You can keep wri-
ting and show it to your friends, 
but if you then enter a competition 
and see that your project is liked, 
you are much more encouraged. 
Later came my first novel, Un es-
tiu a la fi del món, and seven years 
later, Les estrelles de Lilith. As you 

can see I read a lot, but I’m not pro-
lific at all!

–I imagine, however, that writing 
short stories is not the same as wri-
ting a novel.
–The truth is no. At the time I deci-
ded to write my first youth novel, I 
had a sweets shop in front of a high 
school in La Seu, during a four-year 
break from my work. Many stu-
dents came to the store and told me 
their stories, and I advised them as 
best I could. It was from contact wi-
th all of them that I made the deci-
sion to write it. I guess it’s the pro-
cess that everyone goes through, 
as starting to write a novel directly 
is very hard. On the other hand, if 
you have previously written short 
stories it is already a challenge that 
you present to yourself.

–The novel A summer at the end 
of the world won the 46th ciutat 
d’Olot Award for Young People’s 
Novel. What is it like to receive 
such a warm award?
–It encouraged me a lot. It’s a book 
that has brought me a lot of luck, 
because many times a novel publis-
hed so long ago goes straight to 
the book shredder, but it didn’t ha-
ppen with this one. I have had the 

enormous fortune that in many 
schools and high schools in Ando-
rra and Catalonia they read it as 
compulsory reading and invite me 
to some talks, in which I take ad-
vantage, since I have a microphone 
and 50 teenagers in front of me, to 
try to get the message of «Read, you 
will be happier and better people!»

–And when writing, do you follow 
any kind of pattern?
–No... I’m a pretty messy writer. I 
write a lot on impulse, maybe in 
a month I can write every day for 
three hours and then spend half a 
year without writing a single line. 
When I have a good idea that I en-
joy, I do, but I also don’t have a me-
thod to follow. I am not a profes-
sional writer who is in front of the 
computer from early morning un-
til noon, but I do it when I feel like 
it and when I really have time.

–Let’s talk about The Stars of Lilith. 
What can you tell us about it? 
–I wanted to write a new novel wi-
th a young girl, but I also had the 
idea of writing a policewoman. In 
addition, I wanted to set it in Ando-
rra, since I am from El Ges, a small 
town near La Seu d’Urgell, but I ha-
ve been working in Andorra for 14 
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years and I feel part of this coun-
try too. In the end I had the happy 
idea of bringing the two novels to-
gether, through two stories that in-
tertwine with each other. The plot 
of Les estrelles de Lilith emerged 
from two conversations: one with 
Reverend Ramon of Canillo, who I 
am a good friend of and he explai-
ned to me that exorcisms still take 
place today; and another with a 
friend who works at the Ministry 
of Culture, who sent me a couple 
of books on satanic sects to docu-
ment myself. It’s a subject that fas-
cinated me so much that from here 
I started creating a series of crimes 
related to satanic events.

–What is it like to bring two such di-
fferent plots together?
–Don’t think it’s difficult. Young 
people are propitiatory victims for 
the sects and the story of Les estre-
lles de Lilith comes together becau-
se the protagonist girl, who arri-
ves in Andorra because her mother 
has fallen in love with a policeman 
from the country through Tin-
der and who assures that this «is 
the safest country in the world». 
Just the day they arrive, a cruci-
fied man appears on Pic del Carroi. 
One day I looked at it and thought: 
«what would happen if...», which 
is a fact that Stephen King used to 
say a lot, who always starts his no-
vels with «what if...». It was easy to 
square the two plots because the 
protagonist of the police plot is the 
partner of the girl’s mother. This is 
good for the novel, because it can 
appeal to both youth and adult au-
diences.

–The book has been awarded the 
Carlemany Prize for the promotion 
of reading 2023. How did you recei-
ve the news?
–I had such great joy that it is uni-
maginable. The previous summer 
I had been on holiday in Germany 
with my husband, as he was born 
there, and it turned out to be a co-
incidence that we went to visit 
Charlemagne’s tomb. I prayed to 
him «three Our Father» and look, I 
ended up winning! I was very exci-
ted for everything it represents, be-
cause I have been working in Ando-
rra for so many years that I already 
feel part of it. My family and I are a 
kind of undocumented Andorrans.

–I guess that it motivates to keep 

racters, such as Monsignor Ramon 
playing sausage. It’s an imaginary 
plot, but in a real setting and with 
small tributes to people I love from 
the country.

–And how is the feedback from the 
public?
–The book was published on May 
24th and my entire mobile phone 
gallery is full of photos that people 
send me buying it. What stood out 
to me the most, and which I would 
also highlight, is the central the-
me of the novel, which is school bu-
llying. A work of fiction must ha-
ve its plot and its characters, but 
it must also talk about something. 
The stars of Lilith talks about ha-
rassment, but encapsulated in a to-
ne of humor. Hard subjects must 
be dealt with, but if you want to 
have an effect on young people 
you have to do it in a light and fun 
way. It also happened to me with 
A summer at the end of the world, 
which dealt with violence against 
women. They are novels with a lot 
of humor and a lot of love, the two 
things that make our lives more li-
vable.

–In addition, you are currently al-
so working on your own blog, whe-
re you publishes reviews of various 
books.
–As I read so much, my family 
and friends are constantly asking 
me for advice about my readings, 
which is why I decided to open this 
blog. My son, who is a computer 
geek, made it for me, and aestheti-
cally it was very beautiful. There I 
put comments on the books I liked 
the most, but without any preten-
se of literary criticism and with 
the aim of encouraging reading, 
since it makes me so happy that I 
want the rest to be too. Of course, 
I’m writing the blog little by little, 
because I have a big flaw and that’s 
that I’m a pretty lazy person.

–How do you see the current po-
sition of writing? Is it recognized 
enough?
–What happens is that we writers 
have a bit of a complaining dis-
position, since we complain that 
people don’t read enough, but 
what really happens is that they 
don’t read enough of our books. 
Many times books have been bu-
ried, saying that they will end be-
cause the cinema, the radio, the 

writing.
–Of course! It’s an injection of desi-
re, because as a writer it’s easy to 
get deflated when it’s such a lo-
nely job. You never know if you’re 
doing it right or wrong and what 
you write today, tomorrow seems 
the worst. In addition, the fact that 
the award is linked to a publishing 
house like Columna, which distri-
butes throughout Catalonia, and 
that it is awarded by the Govern-
ment of Andorra, is also an oppor-
tunity.

–Is it difficult to connect with the 
youth audience?
–This prize has been chosen by a 
jury of 14 to 16 year old and the first 
people who read the manuscript 
were my 17 and 15 year old sons. 
They both really liked it and assu-
red me that I would get the award. 
I let myself be advised mainly by 
my daughter, Maria, who is a great 
reader and to whom I dedicated 
the novel. The protagonist, mo-
reover, is also called Maria, is her 
age... There are also other real cha-

series will come... but they never 
die completely. I think that during 
the months of confinement people 
rediscovered the habit of reading 
and then a lot of bookshops ope-
ned in both Catalonia and Ando-
rra. These are businesses that are 
doing well these days, but we ha-
ve to take into account that when 
people read they want to be enter-
tained, and there are times when 
quite boring things are published. 
In addition, when you are in front 
of a screen your eyes start to water 
after a few hours, while in front of 
a story or a novel this does not ha-
ppen. It is a kind of Zen well-being 
that can only be enjoyed by people 
who have been able to discover this 
wonderful world.

–Also in recent months, several 
institutions in the country have 
claimed incorrect use of Catalan. 
What do you think about this topic?
–The situation is complicated. 
My job consists of teaching Cata-
lan to adults, both newcomers and 
people from the country who want 

to improve their level. You see 
people who arrive from Ukraine, 
Russia or Poland without speaking 
either Spanish or Catalan and, af-
ter a few months, we speak more 
of the first than the second. I don’t 
know what the solution might 
be, since I have also met many 
students who come motivated to 
learn Catalan, but end up leaving 
it because they see that they can 
live perfectly in Andorra without 
it. With Spanish they can work, go 
to any establishment... only those 
who are curious and want to inte-
grate and live well in the country 
learn Catalan.

–And as a teacher, what do you do 
to avoid it?
–It’s what I tell everyone: you can 
survive in Catalonia or Andorra 
just by speaking Spanish, but if 
you really want to feel integrated 
you need to know Catalan. Espe-
cially for the way we treat people, 
since when a foreigner comes to us 
speaking Spanish, we don’t treat 
him in any way, we’re just polite 
and that’s it. On the other hand, 
if a foreigner comes to us and we 
notice that he has a foreign ac-
cent, but makes the effort to speak 
to you in Catalan, we open all the 
doors to him. That’s why I say it’s 
worth it, because it’s extra comfort 
and friendliness that you’ll get in 
return. I studied philology for the 
love of the Catalan language and I 
think that the people who live in 
Andorra or Catalonia must keep 
our language alive through the 
word, so that it survives and is not 
lost.

–We finish the interview talking 
about your next projects. What can 
you tell us?
–I already have a novel for adults 
half finished, although I still have 
the whole process of revising, im-
proving and rewriting what is nee-
ded. It is a novel that moves away 
from juvenile plots to focus more 
on my obsessions and frustrations 
as an adult, being more myself 
than ever. In the end, I really love 
the books I write because they are 
not an imposed fact, I don’t wear a 
writer’s dress, but they are a part 
of me through which I express my-
self. That is why, when someone 
tells me that they liked my novel, I 
feel that there is also a piece of me 
that has captivated them. H

«you can survive in 
andorra or Catalonia 
speaking spanish, but 
if you really want to feel 
integrated you need to 
know Catalan»

«when someone tells 
me that they liked my 
novel, I feel that there 
is also a piece of me 
that has captivated 
them»
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