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General election 2A                  3 candidate interview

«The housing problem will only be 
solved by creating more rental flats»

DA

The head 
of the list 
of Demo-
crats has 

already been in charge of the Go-
vernment for 12 years.

–What is your position regarding 
the association agreement with the 
European Union?
–The position of the political for-
mation that I lead in terms of rap-
prochement with the Europe-
an Union I think is well known, 
it has been a very consistent and 
very constant position since at le-
ast 2015 when we started negoti-
ating this agreement association 
with the European Union, we ul-
timately defend that the Europe-
an Union is our natural space, and 
therefore, it is welcome that we in-
tensify this relationship. What do-
es it mean to belong to the Europe-
an internal market? It does not me-
an in any case to be a member state 
of the European Union but to assu-
me the four community freedoms, 
free movement of people, goods, 
services and capital, but to assume 
them with some specificities, lin-
ked to our idiosyncrasy, and par-
ticular demographic and territo-
rial reality.

–What do you think about aborti-
on and its current situation in An-
dorra?
–We have a weighted, focused po-
sition that attends to all the con-
cordant elements within the fra-
mework of a certain problem that 
we have raised. We obviously, as a 
matter of principle and as a liberal 
and humanist political formation, 
have no principled opposition to 
the fact that women can voluntari-
ly terminate their pregnancy in at 
least the three basic cases. We must 
take into account that we have a 
particular institutional structure 
that in the end has been the gua-
rantee of the survival of our inde-
pendence and our maintenance as 
a sovereign state and that, in addi-
tion, serves us to weigh in the inter-
national concert and have the two 
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co-princes. Obviously, our institu-
tional text right now is incompa-
tible with the legalization of abor-
tion.

–How do you see the vertical growth 
of some of the country’s infrastruc-
tures?
–The competences in urban plan-
ning in this specific area are com-
mon and therefore I believe that 
we can have little productive de-
bate in the wake of this, but if you 
ask me for the opinion of my politi-
cal training, as always we must ta-
ke a step back and have a more glo-
bal view.

–What do you think about house pri-
ces in Andorra (both rent and purc-
hase), and how would you solve it?
–This question must be contextu-
alized particularly with regard to 
sales prices, I believe that there are 
all kinds of sales prices. Unfortu-
nately, the same cannot be said for 
rentals. I am concerned about this 
situation and we are concerned 
as a political formation and these 
four years we have worked hard to 
attack precisely the root of this pro-
blem, but it cannot be solved on-
ly with interventionist measures. 
This problem can only be solved by 
creating more rental flats, if the-
re is more supply and the same de-
mand, prices will gradually stabili-
ze. It will be a priority of our next 
four years of government.

–How could the lack of professio-
nals in the health sector be solved?
–First we must take into account 
that this problem is not exclusive 
to Andorra, and this shows that An-
dorra is also very permeable to the 
countries around us. I believe that 
there is an obvious shortage in the 
medical field not only in Andorra, 
but in France, Spain and all the co-
untries around us.

We don’t have a medical school 
and we depend a little on what can 
be done in the countries around us, 
but we can offer better conditions 
so that Andorran students who ha-
ve studied medicine decide to re-
turn to the country and be able to 
attract talent from outside. In this 
sense, we have started a reflection 
process with the SAAS and now we 
are working from the human re-
sources department itself on a pro-
cess of reviewing the salary scales 
and with a whole package of incen-
tives, not only financial, but also 
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improvements in working conditi-
ons to make these professions mo-
re attractive.

–How do you see that the oncolo-
gy center has not been built next to 
the hospital?
–More than an oncology center it 
was a radiotherapy center. Onco-
logy goes far beyond radiothera-
py, and beyond the specific radiot-
herapy unit that wanted to open 
in Andorra. I think that in the end 
what we all want and must offer 
Andorrans and the residents of An-
dorra is the best treatment for the 
disease they suffer from.

We are working with an expert 
in the oncology field; and until the-
re is a guarantee we will not go ahe-
ad with this center. We prefer to 
boost the accompanying and sup-
port much more.

–What do you think that everything 
related to mental health is not co-
vered by Social Security and that, 
in addition, prices have increased?
–Psychiatric care, which is close-
ly related to mental health treat-
ment, is covered. The government 
has taken decisive steps in this re-
gard. We are the first government 
to have opened the door to the in-
clusion of psychology services, and 
we have spent two years negotia-
ting side by side with the associati-
on of psychologists to finally agree 
on the terms on which these servi-
ces should be included.

–How would you solve the collap-
se of the country’s judicial system?
–First of all, we cannot talk about 
the collapse of justice. We have va-
rious problems in the administra-
tive, civil sphere, which is what go-
verns the daily and economic re-
lations of a country. It is true that 
justice is not characterized by spe-
ed, neither here nor everywhere, 
but I think we cannot talk about co-
llapse. There may be slowness in so-
me specific judicial processes, but 
the machine is working, particu-
larly in the civil field which in the 
end is what occupies the vast majo-
rity of litigation in a country, and 
with the new code of civil procedu-
re that has entered force this legis-
lature, the legal operators themsel-
ves agree that there has been a befo-
re and an after and that things have 
gone very well. Where we have a si-

tuation of collapse is in the crimi-
nal field and I believe that here the-
re is a multiplicity of factors, the-
re is a lack of resources, taking into 
account the particular increase of 
some causes or the complexity of 
some causes derived particularly 
from the BPA crisis.

–What do you think Andorra’s eco-
nomic situation is? And after the war 
in Ukraine, how do you see the rise 
in the prices of basic necessities at 
a global level?
–A country that has had the highest 
GDP in the last year in all of Europe, 
a country with a full employment 
situation, where we have just clo-
sed an extraordinary tourist sea-
son, we have returned to pre-covid 
debt levels, at least we have to make 
a positive observation. Situations of 
economic growth and economic ex-
pansion also have negative conse-
quences, nothing is black or white, 
but I can guarantee that it is much 
better to manage the evils of econo-
mic growth than to manage an eco-
nomic recession. There is a situati-
on of rising prices due to the ener-
gy crisis resulting from the war in 
Ukraine and it is true that there is a 
part of the public that has difficulty 
making ends meet.

–What do you think about the mana-
gement of the pandemic?
–I don’t know if it is up to me to do 
the reading, I think that this should 
be done by the citizens, if I refer to 
the political opinion polls, I think 
they have done a positive reading. 
We knew how to stand by the citi-
zens, not only giving them moral 
comfort but also providing finan-
cial support, 300,000 euros and we 
knew how to maintain the produc-
tive economy and jobs.

–If you win the election, do you plan 
to expand the catalog of Bachelors 
at the University?
–I think so, and private universiti-
es have already been expanding a 
lot, and I think it goes in the directi-
on of diversifying the country’s eco-
nomy in terms of added value. In 
the case of the University of Andor-
ra, this has been a term of consoli-
dation of existing bachelor’s degre-
es, although new master’s degrees 
have been created.

–How do you see the fact that many 

young people consider not retur-
ning to the country after finishing 
their studies?
–I don’t think we have a statistic 
that can lead us to this conclusi-
on, there are many young people 
who return to the country and who 
have possibilities and we are wor-
king to ensure that they have more 
and more. For example, the Grífols 
center will make it possible to have 
new work opportunities in the field 
of biomedicine and biotechnology 
that currently, due to the lack of ac-
tivity of this type in our country, ha-
ve to leave to work in France, Spain 
or Switzerland.

–How do you interpret the diaspora 
of people in the country in recent ye-
ars? What do you propose about it?
–Perhaps I live a different reality to 
the one you live in, well, I haven’t 
noticed that there is a diaspora of 
the people of the country, exactly 
the population of Andorra grows 
year after year. Right now we have 
a lack of workers in many activiti-
es in our country and I had to make 
immigration quotas more flexible. 
I do not deny the majority, it is true 
that there are people who are cur-
rently having difficulties in being 

«In the end we 
have governed this 
country reasonably 
well
during these four 
years»

UP CLOSE

A book
Les Misérables by Victor Hugo
A television program
I never watch TV
A social network
Instagram
A drink
Sparkling water
A place in the country
The Mola park
An animal
A dog
A beach
Vilafortuny beach
A music group
Coldplay
A place you would like to go
Japan
A city of the world
Paris
A country
Andorra

A historical fact
The abolition of slavery
An international politician
Franklin Delano Roosevelt
An athlete
Joan Verdú
A referent
My mother

able to continue living in Andorra 
as they did before. Our absolute pri-
ority is to reverse the housing pro-
blem in our country in such a way 
that these people do not even consi-
der having to leave our homes.

–Why do you think Andorrans should 
vote for you?
–Because I claim that in the end 
with our mistakes that everyone 
has, and we must be able to recog-
nize them, I claim that in the end 
we have governed this country re-
asonably well during these four ye-
ars and in very difficult circumstan-
ces. At the end of the pandemic, we 
had to manage the economic and 
social consequences of an energy 
crisis resulting from an aggression 
carried out by Russia in Ukraine, 
which has played with the price of 
food and the price of raw materials, 
despite this the country is growing 
economically, socially, the educa-
tion, health and social protection 
system is going well, even so it can 
always be improved and done bet-
ter. I think that if anyone is ready 
to do it, it is our political formation 

that we are the ones who have the 
most experience in the action of Go-
vernment, twelve years governing 
this country.

–Tell us about one of your future pro-
jects. What do you propose to the 
public?
–All the cultural projects, the next 
legislature must be the one in 
which we carry out the national 
museum, we believe it is impor-
tant not only as a sign of identity, 
as a possibility to explain not on-
ly to tourists but also to the people 
at home our real identity, as a pla-
ce where artistic and cultural acti-
vities of all kinds can take place. We 
also focus our program on the issue 
of housing. It will be the legislature 
in terms of infrastructure where we 
will push ahead with La Massana 
path, and we will start the Sant Ju-
lia de Lòria path. We will continue 
to work to become more and mo-
re energy independent and there-
fore not depend on price fluctuati-
ons derived from external circums-
tances, we will build the Maià wind 
farm. H


