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T
he Council of Europe (CoE), 
specifically the Commissio-
ner for Human Rights, Dun-
ja Mijatovic, published a 

statement last Wednesday in which 
she denounced that «the criminal 
prosecution against the defender of 
women’s rights, Vanessa Mendoza 
Cortés, is an attempt against their 
freedom of expression and has a pa-
ralyzing effect on human rights de-
fenders, as well as on other people 
who act in favor of the rights of wo-
men and girls in Andorra», as stipu-
lated by Mijatovic in the previously 
published statement at the hearing 
that will take place next December 
4th to deal with the Mendoza case.

The CoE refers to UN Secretary-Ge-

33 Imatge d’arxiu de la manifestació d’Stop Violencies de l’any 2018.
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guarantee an environment favorable 
to the work of defenders of women’s 
rights».

Questioned about this matter in 
the press conference following the 
Council of Ministers last Wednesday, 
the Minister of Environment, Agricul-
ture and Livestock and Government 
spokesman, Guillem Casal, alleged, 
regarding the issue of abortion, that 
this «Government has never hidden 
from its will on the way to decrimi-
nalize». Along these lines, Casal na-
med several services that try to help 
women in this regard, such as the Si-
AD. Regarding Mendoza, the minister 
explained that it is «a judicial process 
that the Government does not have to 
enter into to evaluate, but this process 
has nothing to do with the political 
will of Vanessa, or postulates that she 
or the association defends (Stop Vio-
lence) specifically. It has to do with the 
statements made which, in the opini-
on of the Government, were defama-
tory of public workers. What is false is 
that the Government publicly perse-
cutes Vanessa, we are somehow sor-
ry that these voices who want to dis-
credit our country have a say and cre-
dit». H 

«The criminal prosecution of Vanessa 
Mendoza has a paralyzing effect on human 
rights defenders and other women»

«It is false that the Government is 
persecuting Vanessa, we are somehow 
sorry that these voices who want to 
discredit our country have a say and credit»

Dunja Mijatovic

Guillem Casal

HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION OF THE COE

SPOKESPERSON AND MINISTER OF THE 
ENVIRONMENT, AGRICULTURE AND LIVESTOCK

Vanessa Mendoza 
is accused of a 
crime against the 
prestige of Andorran 
institutions

The Council of 
Europe considers 
that the process 
against the activist 
may slow down other 
human rights activists

neral Antonio Guterres’ annual re-
ports on reprisals for cooperation, 
which detail the investigation into 
his affair based on information pro-
vided by Mendoza to the Committee 
on Elimination of Discrimination 
against Women of the United Nati-
ons and the media in 2019. Regarding 
this information, the European orga-
nization states that it «describes the 
obstacles that prevent the exercise of 
human rights for women and girls 
in Andorra», mentioning the judici-
al process that was opened against 
the activist for slander and defamati-
on against the co-princes (infractions 
contemplated in articles 172 and 320 
of the Andorran Penal Code, punis-
hable by prison sentences) and crime 
against the prestige of Andorran ins-
titutions (Article 325 of the Penal Co-
de). The Public Administration aban-
doned the prosecution for defamati-
on in 2021, but the prosecution of the 
crime against institutional prestige is 
still in force.

With reference to this process, the 
Council of Europe declared last Wed-
nesday that «the Andorran authoriti-
es should adopt all the necessary me-
asures to guarantee the freedom of ex-
pression of Mrs. Mendoza Cortés and 

33 A total of 130 resident women 
were treated in Catalonia for a 
voluntary termination of preg-
nancy during 2022. According to 
the data provided by the Depart-
ment of Health of the Generali-
tat, the vast majority of women 
(34) were between the ages of 25 
and 29. The second age group 
with the most abortions was 30 
to 34 years old with 31 cases, fo-
llowed by 20 to 24 years old with 
29 cases and 35 to 39 years old 
with 20 cases. It is also specifi-
ed that 19 women over the age 
of 39 and six under the age of 20 
had abortions. The vast majo-
rity were single women with 89 
cases, although there were also 
thirty married women, five se-
parated, three divorced, one wi-
dow and two others who did not 
provide details.

130 residents had 
an abortion in 
Catalonia in 2022
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T
he College of Architects of 
Andorra issued a manifesto 
the day before yesterday to 
put on the table the actions 

that would contribute to solving 
the housing problem. Thus, after 
noting the difficulty of accessing 
housing in the country due to the 
high cost of sale and rent, the CO-
AA convened a round table to ex-
tract the group’s position and pro-
posals. Thus, action is being taken 
on private and leased land, in addi-
tion to exploring the promotion of 
regular homes and other forms of 
living such as co-living.

The College points out that so-
me attendees at the table «consi-
dered that a reduction in the per-
mitted building capacity would 
reduce the value of land and its in-
terest, and would reduce construc-
tion costs and excavations by in-
directly reducing the number of 
spaces on land to justify». That is 
why they analyzed the possibiliti-
es with the cession land and its de-
velopment by the administration.

The COAA, therefore, conside-
red that «the size of the AUs should 
be reconsidered to increase it and 
that the percentage of sessions 
should also be increased, with a 
minimum allocated to the green 
area. Its size should come from a 
justified study based on the global 
needs of collective facilities, green 
areas, infrastructure and landsca-
pe integration.

Secondly, it is considered that 
the cession land should be inten-
ded for a specific public use, accor-
ding to forecasts of urban growth 
and, therefore, state-owned, and 
non-alienable.

New forms of housing/ On the 
other hand, the COAA proposes ot-
her solutions, such as replacing 
monetary transfers in consolida-
ted urban land with transfers in 
housing to be managed by the Nati-
onal Housing Institute. This would 
avoid social segmentation by eco-
nomic capacity, mark a percenta-
ge in the promotion of housing on 
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33 Cranes in Anyós.

The College of Architects of Andorra 
bets on the so-called ‘coliving’
The COAA convened a round table to provide 
solutions to the housing problem

They also wanted to highlight the importance 
of free, quality public transport
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land resulting from new urbaniza-
tion and establish attractive admi-
nistrative concessions.

The COAA also believes in the 
need to encourage quality, econo-
mical and sustainable public trans-
port, as it also avoids traffic and na-
tural traffic jams in a country with 
such a large influx of tourists.

Thus, the COAA explains that «it 
would be necessary to modify the 
construction regulations, to pro-
vide another solution or ways of 
living, without losing sight of the 
fact that they must be equally dig-
nified.

Construction and prefabricati-
on/ The manifesto also includes a 
series of proposals related to pre-

fabrication. The possibility of buil-
ding with wood, with light frame 
uprights or CLT panels is therefo-
re indicated. Even so, the manifes-
to stated that «they are not systems 
that are more economical, but 
they are more efficient and fas-
ter systems to build in addition to 
being sustainable, given the cur-
rent climate emergency situati-
on». However, they claim that it is 
still possible to go a step further 
with modular construction and 3D 
construction, in which complete 
modular units are manufactured 
in the workshop and transferred to 
the site already assembled. In any 
case, they add that «prefabricated 
construction is an alternative to 

traditional construction due to the 
speed of execution and the lower 
environmental impact. The prefa-
bricated solutions must in no case 
represent a reduction in the qua-
lity of the final product».

Promotion and cooperativism 
/ From the COAA they ask what ot-
her options can be considered in 
the area of housing promotion. 
The COAA is a non-profit associa-
tion of people with a common ne-
ed: housing. Members associate to 
achieve the best price and quality 
conditions. The co-operative part-
ners jointly buy a piece of land, 
commission the design and deve-
lop the promotion, eliminating 
the figure of the promoter. H

The manifesto also 
includes a series of 
proposals related to 
prefabrication, although 
they are not economic
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