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THE COUNTRY ALIGNS WITH THE EUROPEAN UNION

Andorra joins economic
sanctions against Russia

The package includes the possible freezing of assets in
the country from a list of 50 companies and 700 people

REUTERS/CARLOS BARRIA

»» ATV tower burns down after Moscow’s first announced attack on Kiev, Tuesday afternoon.
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or the first time in history,

Andorra is facing a war con-

flict, joining the list of coun-

triesthathavejoined the pac-
kage of economic sanctions against
Russia. «From the beginning we ha-
ve been in favor of this measure be-
cause we believe thatitis the best
mechanism to suffocate the war ef:
fort and put an end to this undesi-
rable situation,» said the head of
government, Xavier Espot, adding
that before making it official, howe-
ver, it took «a reasonable amount of
time to analyze our capacity for ap-
plication.» In this way, the legal ca-
binetofthe Governmentand the Mi-
nistries of Finance and Foreign Af-
fairs have come to the conclusion
that a specific bill should be proces-
sed to protect the sanctions, as the
current legislation only allows the

freezing of assets and similar in the
event of a court order or suspected
money laundering and terrorist fi-
nancing. «<Aswe donot have enough
legal support, we have to build it
and with the pre-agreement of the
Government [...| we have worked on
a text that will be submitted tomor-
row [today]| in the Council of Minis-
ters, it will go through the extreme
procedure urgency in the General
Council and it will be debated and
approved on Friday «, announced
the head of the Executive.

The package basically includes
the freezing of assets of 50 compa-
nies and 700 people linked to the
Russian regime, which according to
the European Union (EU), the Uni-
ted States and other allied members
are supporting President Vladimir
Putin in war. There are also other
points, such as airstrikes or the ex-
port of products, which the head of
government acknowledged would

have «zero impact». Once the law
is passed, the European Union will
pass on to the Government a sort of
listofcompanies and sanctioned pe-
ople, and it will be known if any of
them have any financial ties to the

Principality.

However, Espot predicted that
the consequences «<would not be
very high», although the gesture
adopted by Andorra «goes beyond
the economic one; it’s a matter of

The Red Cross is preparing an economic and
commodity fundraiser for the victims

»» The Red Crossishelpingto curb
the situation in Ukraine through
economic resources and by pro-
viding all kinds of commodities,
such as food and medicine, to the
civilian population thatis suffering
the ravages of war. The organiza-
tion has announced the launch of
afundraiser through the Internati-
onal Committee (ICRC), which is
the body that can intervene in pla-
ces where there are wars. In order

to encourage Andorran collabora-

tion,the Red Crosswillopenanac-
count number for all banks to re-
ceive donations from anyone who
wishes. There will also be a co-
llection point for products, mainly
medicines, at the Red Cross hea-
dquarters according to a list com-
piled by the Andorran Association
of Ukrainians. The idea is to align
with the French embassy and al-
so with the Ukrainian consulate in
Barcelona to bring the products to
the territory.
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Espot admits that the impact will not be
«very high», but it serves to side with Europe

Xavier Espot
HEAD OF GOVERNMENT

«\We don’t expect
the impact to be
very high, but that
goes beyond the
economic one;it’sa
matter of conviction»

conviction and doing the right thi-
ng». «No one likes it, much less co-
ming out of a crisis like the current
one, butshort-termsacrifices are ne-
eded to make long-term victories.
We can only support these measu-
res and stand by the countries that
defend values that are also ours», he
added.

HUMANITARIAN AID / As for humanita-
rian aid, Espot recalled that, in ad-
dition to the family group with re-
sidents, all people can reside in the
country for a maximum of three
months without any authorization
and reported that during this time
possible solutions for hypothetical
refugees, Ukrainians and everywhe-
re, will be studied, as the protecti-
on and transitional law is specific
to Syrians. «These two mechanisms
may be insufficient, we will assess
what else we can do,» the head of
government said a few hours befo-
re Russia launched a «precision at-
tack» on Kyiv that has already left
dozens of dead. In addition, Andor-
raworks, through variousinternati-
onal organizations, in the field, pro-
viding human resources and basic
necessities.

In thelasthours of Tuesday after-
noon, the Russian army had attac-
ked a TV tower that left at least five
dead, crashing into Kharkiv, when a
missile hittheregional government
building from where the defense of
the city was coordinated causing a
dozen of deaths and 35 wounded,
and a 60-kilometer military convoy
approached the Ukrainian capital,
whilediplomacy continues tofail.=
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The govemment creates the legislative
framework for health and biomedical research

The standard will allow research with animals, with biological and drug samples, as novelties
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e Government has drafted
a draft law on research in
the field of health and bio-
medicine, based on interna-
tional regulations and which com-
plies with the standards set out in
the Oviedo Convention, and which
will now enter parliamentary pro-
cedure for its amendment and rati-
fication, if it is necessary. This was
announced yesterday by the Secre-
tary of State for Health, Helena Mas,
and the technical adviser of the Mi-
nistry of Health, Cristina Vilanova,
who made public the main features
of the legislative text. «This is a ge-
neral framework for carrying out
health research projects,» said Mas,
who pointed out that «<we want it
to be very broad and open, so that
as the research progresses, the law
adapts». In this sense, the Secretary
of Stateemphasized that«one of the
objectives of the legislature is eco-
nomic diversification», and from
the Ministry of Health «<we have ma-
de a clear commitment to innovati-
onandresearch, which hasimplica-
tions and links in economics, edu-
cation and talent retention». In any
case, Mas explained that previous-
ly, in the Principality, laws have be-
enapproved and initiatives have be-
encarried outthatincluderesearch
in the field of health. This is the ca-
se of the Law on the Rights and Du-
ties of Patients and Clinical History
(2017), the Law on Organs, Cells,
Tissues and Blood (2018), the Law
on Assisted Human Reproduction
(2019), the creation of the National
Laboratory of Epidemiology (2020)
and the Research Ethics Commissi-
on (2021)and the signing of the Ovi-
edo Convention (2021).

Thus, according to Vilanova, the
law will have four main areas of ap-
plication, most of them newly cre-
ated in Andorra. First of all, the
project involves conducting clini-
cal trials of medicines and health
products. In this regard, the mi-
nistry’s adviser noted that the legis-
lative text includes a final provisi-
on amending the Law on the Posses-
sion and Protection of Animals to
establish «the conditions for expe-
rimentation with animals for sci-
entific purposes.» The basic princi-

SFGA / CESTEVE

»» Helena Mas and Cristina Vilanova, at one point in their appearance to present the bill.

ples of this practice are those of ex-
clusivity, to test the safety of drugs
or in other types of medical rese-
arch; of necessity, that they guaran-
tee that theyare done because there
are no alternatives; number mini-
mization; damage minimization;
and non-reuse.

The bill considers research with
biological samples, including the-
ir use and destruction, the need for
informed consent, and the possibi-
lity of creating biobanks, “centers
that collect and distribute samples
for the purpose of researchy. It also
includes genetic analysis and scre-
ening, which should be used to de-
tect diseases or the predisposition
to suffer from them, and in the ca-
se of minors, it can only be carried
out ifiit is «for the benefit of their
Health». Ultimately, the text recalls
the ban on embryo research in the
Assisted Human Reproduction Act
and adds the refusal to constitute
embryos for experimentation, but
regulates human genome research.

The sanctioning
regime provides for
fines of up to one million
euros and the possibility
of closing the offending
center

The text maintains
alban onembryo
research, but
regulates human
genome research

GRIFOLS PROJECT / The approval of
this law is necessary for the immu-
nology research center planned in
Ordino by Grifols to be able to go
ahead. Asked by the press, Mas said
that «the law is necessary for any re-
search to be carried out in the field
ofhealth and biomedicine», and ad-
ded that the regulations «are a fra-
mework that will fit its activity, as
well as those who are already in the
country or those who may come «.
And also, at the request of the me-
dia, the Secretary of State for Health
shared that the legislative text has
provided for a sanctioning regime
for companies or institutions that
do not comply with this legal fra-
mework. Three degrees of infringe-
ment are foreseen: minor, modera-
te, and serious, and fines of up to
2,000 euros in the first case, up to
10,000 in the second, and up to one
million euros in the third. In addi-
tion, the offending center could al-
so be closed. Both participants no-
ted that research controls will be

carried out by two bodies: the Rese-
arch Ethics Commission (CEI) and
the Centre’s Research Ethics Com-
mittee (CEIC), in addition to the fact
that the Ministry of Health may sus-
pend the activity as a precaution if
itconsiders that thereisarisk to hu-
man health. It should be noted that
the main purpose of the law, accor-
dingtoMas, isto«protectthehealth,
interest and well-being of people in-
volved in research projects above
the interest of science,» and respec-
ting this principle, «favoring the de-
velopmentoftheresearchandinno-
vation sector». The proportionality
ofrisks and benefits, the confidenti-
ality of the data, the gratuitousness
of the donations, and the protecti-
onofthevulnerable groups are also
indispensable.

The draft text was prepared by
the President of the Spanish Bioet-
hics Committee, Federico de Mon-
talvo, defined internally and revi-
sed externally - SAAS, ARI, UdA and
the Council of Europe. =
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