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T
he Andorra la Vella Congress 
Center received last Mon-
day the celebration of the pa-
troness of the Penitentiary 

Corps, Our Lady of Remei, through an 
event where the work of all its mem-
bers was recognized and valued. The 
event included speeches from the He-
ad of Government, Xavier Espot, and 
the Minister of Justice and Interior, 
Ester Molné, the latter being precise-
ly the one who put on the table one 
of the aspects that most concerns the 
management of the Department of 
‘Penitentiary institutions: mental he-
alth. «We must strengthen the field 
of interns with this problem and con-
tinue to train agents to have an incre-
asingly professional body», declared 
the minister, adding to these words 
the director of the department, Mi-
quel Àngel Garcia, who affirmed that 
«there has been an evolution in the 
profile of the inmates, with a high 
percentage of young people with 
mental health problems related to 
addictions». At the moment, the men-
tal health module located at the Co-
mella Penitentiary Center has a sin-
gle inmate, who was sentenced to a 
«therapeutic measure». According 
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33 The Minister of Justice and Interior, Ester Molné, during the celebration 
of the patroness of the Penitentiary Corps.

Mental health, the most urgent 
concern of Penitentiary Institutions
The director of the Department confirms 
an increase in interns with this problem

Molné responds to the letter from the three unions in the body, 
where they demand more means and human resources

ALEX MONTERO
ANDORRA LA VELLA

@PeriodicAND

JUSTICE

«We must 
continue to train 
agents to have 
an increasingly 
professional body 
in mental health»

«I understand that 
there is an upset in the 
penitentiary center 
because the edicts to 
cover the places are 
not succeeding»

Ester Molné
MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND INTERIOR
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33 People waiting to do procedures at the Immigration Service.

Concern about an arrival of 
temporary workers similar to 2022

Questioned by the repetition of a 
situation like the one experienced 
last year, where many temporary 

workers arrived in Andorra without 
work or accommodation, Ester Mol-
né assured that «the relevant arran-
gements are being made from the 
ministry so that this does not hap-
pen and let’s hope it will bear fruit, 
since what worries me most perso-
nally is to see young and not so yo-
ung people finding themselves in 
such desperate circumstances.» 

However, the Minister of Justice and 
Interior confirmed the preparati-
on of a document so that temporary 
workers «have knowledge of the con-
ditions they must meet and that the 
places to work are limited». Accor-
ding to Molné, the majority of these 
temporary workers are people with 
Argentine nationality, which is why 
they are already in permanent con-
tact with the consulate of Argentina 
in Barcelona so that this country, as 
well as the rest, also make the arran-
gements relevant to its citizens. H

Many temporary workers 
came to the country without 
work or accommodation
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to Molné, «a multidisciplinary team 
with different professionals is availa-
ble, which allows all the interns to be-
nefit», emphasizing the fact that an 
analysis of their needs must be made 
so that their stay as best as possible, as 
well as enhancing their deficiencies 
or social reintegration.

REMUNERATIONS, TO BE EXAMINED/ «It is 
necessary to promote more attracti-
ve working conditions to attract and 
retain staff, as well as analyze remu-
nerations». This was the assessment 
that the Minister of Justice and the 
Interior made about the current si-
tuation of prison officers, which res-
ponds to the letter that the three uni-
ons of the body made public a week 
ago demanding more means and hu-
man resources. Some words that we-
re not without surprise on the part of 
Molné: «When I received the letter I 
was surprised because we had arran-
ged a meeting with the union repre-
sentatives in the next few days, but I 
do understand that there is a concern 
in the center because the edicts to co-
ver the places are not having as much 
success as we would like», alleging 
the reason, possibly, «to economic is-
sues». According to the representati-
ve, the analysis of these remunerati-
ons should go through «the revision 

of the salary scales», since the modi-
fication of the Public Service Law put 
in place during the last legislature al-
ready provides for «the harmonizati-
on of the supplements” and, therefo-
re, what is needed «is to analyze the 
salary base to see if it is adjusted to the 
responsibility of prison officers». In 
a similar line, the director of the de-
partment showed, who believes that 
with the eight positions that are to be 
filled in the edict that is in progress 
and the two that will be released so-
on «it would be enough to cover cur-
rent needs» .

ACT OF RECOGNITION/ During his inter-
vention, Espot highlighted the im-
portance of the Penitentiary Center 
for its «public, social and transver-
sal function, which must contribu-
te to the achievement of a cohesive, 
fair and equitable society». In addi-
tion, he emphasized that today the 
training of agents is being promoted, 
especially in matters of equal treat-
ment and non-discrimination, in or-
der to leave aside «a gender perspec-
tive marked by an androcentric visi-
on», adding that prisons «have not 
of being hermetic spaces, but places 
where people can reconcile with the-
ir past and acquire commitments 
and responsibilities».  H
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T
he employment rate during 
the second quarter of 2023 
was 83% of the resident po-
pulation aged between 15 

and 64. As published last Monday by 
the Department of Statistics, the fi-
gure represents the highest figure 
in the last 10 years. This ratio, mo-
reover, represents an increase of 0.6 
points both when compared with 
the previous year and when compa-
red with the first quarter of this ye-
ar.

The number of employed people 
is estimated at 50,504 people. By gen-
der, the employment rate for men 
decreased by 0.8 points compared to 
last year and by 0.1 points quarter-
ly. As for women, the employment 
rate increases by 2.1 points in annu-
al terms and 1.3 points in relation to 
the previous quarter.

The estimated salaried popula-
tion is 41,965 people, that is to say, 
83.1% of the employed population 
between the ages of 15 and 64. This 
ratio represents a decrease of 0.2 
points both when compared with 
last year and with the first three 
months of this year.

On the other hand, the unem-
ployment rate is 1.5% of the active 
population and counts 780 people 
between 15 and 74 years old. This 
figure represents a decrease of 0.4 
points annually and 0.6 points in 
quarterly terms. By gender, annua-
lly the male inactivity rate increases 
by 0.7 points, while the female rate 
decreases by 1.6 points.

As for the inactivity rate, it al-
so decreases by 0.3 points annua-
lly and by 0.1 points compared to 
last quarter. Thus, it was placed in 
15.7% of the population between 15 
and 64 years old, which represent 
9,563 people. By gender, the male in-
activity rate increased by 0.2 points 

33 Workers in Andorra la Vella.

The employment rate stands at 
83%, the highest in the last 10 years
This represents an increase of 0.6 points compared to the previous year and to the first quarter of this year.
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and the female rate decreased by 0.8 
points.

In relation to the surrounding 
economies, the unemployment ra-
te has shown a favorable behavior, 
registering negative variations both 
annually and quarterly. In the case 
of the neighboring country, Fran-
ce, it was 6.9%, while in Spain it was 
11.6% and finally, in the European 
Union it was 5.8%. H

Vehicle registrations during the 
month of September were 287, 
which represents a negative per-
centage change of 20.3% compa-
red to September last year. As the 
Department of Statistics publis-
hed yesterday, the group of mo-
torcycles and mopeds has remai-
ned stable, with 82 registrations. 
On the contrary, there have been 
negative variations in the groups 
of others (37.5%), that of passen-
ger cars (27.9%) and that of trucks 
and vans (10%). Likewise, the cu-
mulative vehicle registrations 
from January to September were 

Registrations 
fall by more 
than 20%

EL PERIÒDIC
ESCALDES-ENGORDANY

Imports during the month of Sep-
tember totaled a value of 150.38 mi-
llion euros, which represents a po-
sitive percentage change of 0.4% 
compared to September of the pre-
vious year. The groups with the 
most prominent positive percen-
tage change, as published yester-
day by the Department of Statis-
tics, are transport (15.8%), indus-
trial (18.1%), pharmacy-perfume 

Imports fall by 6% between January and September
These have added up to a value of 150.38 million euros, which represents a variation of 0.4% compared to the previous year
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(18.5%) and food (8%). Conversely, 
the energy groups (35%), miscella-
neous (18.5%) and clothing and fo-
otwear (6.4%) have a more promi-
nent negative variation.

During the first three quarters 
of this year, total imports have ad-
ded up to a value of 1,338.3 million 
euros, which represents a positive 
percentage change of 5.8% compa-
red to the same period of the pre-
vious year. In this way, the groups 
with the greatest positive variation 

have been that of transport (27.3%), 
that of food (12.5%), that of phar-
macy-perfume (14.3%), that of va-
rious (9.3%), electronics (7.9%) and 
clothing and footwear (6.8%). On 
the contrary, the items with a more 
prominent negative variation have 
been energy (25.3%) and construc-
tion (4.1%).

As for exports, during the month 
of September they added up to a va-
lue of 16.47 million euros, which 
represents a positive percentage 

change of 9.5% compared to the 
same previous period. During the 
first three quarters of this 2023, to-
tal exports were 186.46 million eu-
ros, which represents a negative 
percentage change of 42.3% com-
pared to the same previous period. 
If you analyze the cumulative of the 
last 12 months, you can see how ex-
ports, which have added up to a va-
lue of 230.73 million, have presen-
ted a decrease of 36.3% compared to 
the same period before. H
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33 Customs building.

Vehicle registrations 
from January to 
September were 3,019

3,019, which is equivalent to a ne-
gative percentage change of 15% 
compared to the previous period, 
in which 3,551 vehicles were re-
gistered. Of course, the group of 
trucks and vans shows a positive 
variation of 19.3%. The other ca-
tegories also show negative vari-
ations of 18.9% in the case of pas-
senger cars; 10.6% in the case of 
motorcycles and mopeds, and 
39.2% in the category of others. 
Finally, vehicle registrations du-
ring the last 12 months have be-
en 4,094, which is equivalent to 
a negative percentage change of 
12.1% compared to the same pre-
vious period. H

50,504 50,504 peo-
ple employed

41,965 estimated 
salaried population

the figures

780 unemployed people 
between the ages of 15 and 64

9,563 inactive people


	AN_CT_012S_BC00_11_10_23
	AN_CT_013S_BC00_11_10_23

