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astMonday, the Government

started the first meeting to

achieve the National Pact for

the quality, efficiency and
sustainability of the Andorran he-
althcare system. With the aim of in-
corporating all the actors involved
in the matter, the Head of Govern-
ment, Xavier Espot, the Minister of
Health, Helena Mas, and the Secre-
tary of State for Health, Cristina Pé-
rez, met with the representatives of
the Andorran Health Care Service
(SAAS), of the Andorran Social Secu-
rity Fund (CASS) and with the profes-
sional associations in this area. The
second meeting will take place to-
day with the members of the associ-
ationsinvolved in the field of health
and the members of the Citizen’s Vi-
ew. Looking ahead to next week, the
contentoftheinitial text will be pre-
sented to the parliamentary groups
of the General Council and to the
representatives of the extra-parlia-
mentary political forces.

Espot explained that «the Andor-
ran healthcare system is one of the
great virtues we have as a country
and we want it to last over time. For
this reason, we promote this natio-
nal Pact to reach a consensus docu-
ment that outlines a road map that
will then have to be implemented,
with executive measures by the Go-
vernment, and with legislative me-
asures by the General Council». The
Chief Executive added that the in-
tentionis to provide moreresilience
to the country’s healthcare system
so that «it is more efficient and, the-
refore, through this it can also last
over timeb».

During the meeting, the first
draft of the text was presented, and
Espotadvanced that thereisawhole
series ofreforms and evaluation pro-
cessesinorderto “seewhereitis, ifit
has been implemented correctly, if
there has been some distortion that
needs to be touched up or somethi-
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«We drive the National Pacttoreach a
consensus document that draws aroad

map to make it more efficient and effective»
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ng that didn’t end up working well
enough.” In the same way, he also
added thatitis necessary to rethink
and confirm those aspects of the re-
form thathave been positive, valida-
ted and accepted by the public.
Going into detail, the proposal
is structured in four main lines of
action: the promotion and protec-
tion of health and the prevention of
disease; access to quality healthca-
re; the sustainability and equity of
the system, and research and inno-
vation.The head of government clai-
med that they would like to <have a
consensual, transversal document
accepted by all parties, within a ma-
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ximum period of
acoupleof mont-
hs». Espot stated
that this would
be important in
order to have th-
ree years to be
able to work af-
terwards and as-
serted that «it is
notjust aboutre-
aching a consen-
sus text, but that
it contains aroad
map, an action
plan and the me-
asures that will
then be taken to
implement.

The head of
the Executive al-
soremarked that
some of the me-
asures will not
be easy to imple-
ment and will ta-
ke time, not on-
ly on the part
of the Govern-
ment, but also
on the partofthe
General Council
through a series
of'legislative me-
asures of which
have been talked
about forsome ti-
me, as is the case with the SAAS re-
form law.

In this sense, Espot pointed out
thatit must be a shared decision be-
tween all the parties, for example,
the structure of the SAAS should be
in order to provide it with the ne-
cessary instruments and tools to be
able to properly perform its functi-
ons, and stated that «<we are in fa-
vor of a certain maintenance of the
current organic and administrative
structure of the SAAS», aswell as the
fact that we are not in favor of assig-
ning the SAAS to the Ministry of He-
alth because they believe that «this
would absolutely inefficient». =

Your leading real estate
agency in Andorra.

Our experience
guarantees results,
realtors since 1988.

LADORTELLA

IMMOBILIARIA

REAL ESTATE

(®) (+376) 353 424 / (+376) 379 769

Q (+376) 747 747

@ laportella@andorra.ad

e Casa Nova Olivet 10 - Ordino

www.laportella.ad




el Periodic news

WEDNESDAY, 17 JANUARY 2024

el Periddic d’Andorra 2

POLITICS

The objective of the PS in 2024 involves
expanding the young base of the party

The social democrats will open a space on their website to resolve doubts about the Agreement with the EU

PS
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The Social Democratic Party (PS) ca-
lled themedialastMonday toexplain
its priorities and objectives for this
year 2024.Theleader of the party, Pe-
re Bard, accompanied by the muni-
cipal councilor of Consens in Escal-
des-Engordany, David Pérez, the first
secretary, Marta Pujol, and the orga-
nizational secretary, Maria Nazzaro,
explained that this year the PSwants
to broaden its young base, trying to
get closer with meetings with the co-
llective of the different parishes and
the organization of different youth-
focused events, in addition to accom-
panying this approach with a follow-
up to the Youth Agreement that has
been underway since the previous
legislature. From the perspective of
the Social Democratic leadership,
the aim is to increase the quality of
the involvement of party members
rather than the quantity of these. For
this reason, the PS wants to put yo-
ung people at the center of the table
and try to expose its project so that
young people who are convinced of
the continuing social democratic li-
ne, based on a project they consider
encouraging, will join it, in additi-
on to being accompanied by a hea-
vy historical baggage. According to
the organizing secretary, «<we want
to give more importance to quality
than to the quality of the growth of
the party», and they see in the young
group people who could feel motiva-
ted by their project. Also, the social
democrats will launch the ‘PS Open’
initiative, in which citizens will be
able to access party members more
directly in order to explain their spe-
cific cases or make proposals to sha-
re possible solutions and perspecti-
vesregarding the problems of the po-
pulation.
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«\We believe that it can
lbe agood Association
Agreement with the
European Union. We
hope that a yes will
come out”.

ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT/ The PS an-
nounced last Monday the next ope-
ning of a space on its website that
will allow internet users to ask
questions anonymously about the
Association Agreement with the
European Union, in which the PS

»» | a directiva socialdemocrata, compareixent davant dels mitjans de comunicacio.

forms part of the State pact on this
matter, in addition to publishing
the answers to the citizens’ ques-
tions publicly on their social ne-
tworks. Questioned about the so-
cial democratic assessment of the
end ofthenegotiationson the main
political lines of the Agreement,
the social democratic leader sta-
ted that, although the subjects of
this pactare handled by General Co-
unselor Judith Salazar, she stated
that the training is satisfied with
the results collected so far. Bar6 af-
firmed that the party’s three red li-
nes had been respected with regard
to this affair, which were the hol-
ding of a binding referendum, the
application of pedagogy to try to ex-
plain the content of the Agreement
to the public and the preparation
of studies of advantages and disad-
vantages, which willsee thelightin
the coming months thanks to the
Research+Innovation Area. Baré be-
lieves that «it can be a good Agree-
ment» and «<we hope that a yes» will
come out in the referendum. Even

Maria Nazzaro
ORGANIZATION SECRETARY

«\We want to give
more importance
to quality than
to quantity in the
growth of our

party»

so, the social democratic leader
emphasized that «<we do not belie-
ve in the language of fear, we must
do pedagogy», explaining that it is
necessary not to transmit a messa-
ge that scares people in case the ‘no’
winsin the referendum. =

Vela asks about
the cesarean
sections
performed
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The deputy president of the So-
cial Democratic Parliamentary
Group, Susanna Vela, entered
11 written questions about ca-
esarean sections that are practi-
ced in Andorra. Specifically, the
general counsel explains that, in
2019, four out of ten births we-
re with this practice and that in
2021, of the 441 births that took
place, 36.30% were by caesarean
section, a a very high percentage
compared to that set as suitable
by the World Health Organizati-
on (WHO), which ranges between
10% and 15%. For thisreason, Vela
asks the Government for thenum-
berofbirthsand which were by ca-
esarean section, whether schedu-
led or emergency, between 2019
and 2022; thereasons for the high
rate and how the Ministry of He-
alth and the SAAS assess it. The
General Counsel also asks if acti-
ons havebeen taken toreduce this
practice; the percentages per spe-
cialist with respect to the total of
cesarean sections performed; and
whether there is control and mo-
nitoring of the professionals and
the number of caesarean sections
they perform per year. It also asks
for the role of midwives in the as-
sistance of births, how many they
practice and in how many births.
The Executive will answer these
questions next Thursday at the
General Council. =
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The former Secretary of State for Public Service, Jaume Domenech, dies
He was president of FC Andorra between 2000 and 2001
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Andorra finds itself in mourning
again. After the passing in recent
months of such well-known figu-
res in the country as the former he-
ad of government Toni Marti or the
former director of the Police Lluis
Betriu, on Monday the former Se-
cretary of State for Civil Service Jau-
me Domenech Pons died, in the age
of 76 years. A news that affects us
all, since his figure was undoubted-
ly one of the most loved in the who-
le country.

Born in Penedes, Domenech
held the aforementioned position
between 2001 and 2006, in the le-
gislatures of Marc Forné and Albert
Pintat. In addition to being for a ti-

me affiliated with the Liberal Party
of Andorra, Domeéenech was also
president of FC Andorra from May
19th, 2000 to September 2001, at
which time he was relieved by Car-
les Mora and he went on to exerci-
se his function as Secretary of Sta-
te. A lover of football, especially of
Barca, and of golf, he had been li-
ving outside the Principality for ye-
ars, establishing his home in Tarra-
gona, a Catalan land that he loved
in the same way as this country, in
which he continued to stay from ti-
me to time.

Precisely, it was in Andorra that
Domeénech suffered a fulminanthe-
art attack. His family, with whom
he was sharing time these last few
days, has announced that it will be
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today, from 10.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m.,
when they will receive the mour-
ners in the room of the Municipa-
lity of Escaldes-Engordany. As for
the funeral mass, it took place yes-
terday at 4:00 p.m. in the chapel of
the Hospital Nostra Senyora de Me-
ritxell.

At the time of publication of this
newspaper, the only entity thatspo-
ke out for Domenech’s transfer was
the club of which he was president.
Through its social networks, FC An-
dorrastated that«from the club, we
want to send our deepest condolen-
ces to the family and friends», also
emphasizing that, under the presi-
dency of Domeénech, «the entity ac-
hieved promotion to the third divi-
sion in the 00/01 course» =



