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77
.8% of the Andorran 
population agree 
that people without 
nationality can vote 

in municipal elections, while 18.3% 
are against it. This is what emerges 
from a study that the Sociology area 
of Andorra Research and Innova-
tion (AR+I) has carried out during 
2022 on 786 people of legal age, and 
which was presented to the media 
last Tuesday. These are very similar 
figures to previous studies, since in 
2007 76.8% were in favor and 18.3% 
- the same percentage - disagreed, 
while in 2002 79.5% they agreed 
and 16.9% did not.

Likewise, the study also shows 
that in the case of the general elec-
tions, the number of nationals in fa-
vor of immigrants being able to vo-
te is reduced to 56.3%, a figure that 
has been decreasing over the years 
because in 2007 it was 57.5% and in 
2002 61.7%. In this sense, the per-
centage in disagreement has been 
increasing; this year the figure has 
risen to 38.5%, in 2007 it was 34.7% 
and in 2002 32.6%.

On the other hand, the coordina-
tor and the researcher of the area of 
sociology of AR+I, Joan Micó and Pe-
pita Batalla, in charge of the presen-
tation, commented that the percep-
tion of Andorrans towards the con-
tribution of the non-nationalized 
is positive. Firstly, because 95.1% 
consider that immigrants have ma-
de the economic development of 
the Principality possible, a figure 
that increases by 6% compared to 
2019. 95.4% also consider that fo-
reigners are necessary for the func-
tioning of the economy, increasing 
by 6.7% compared to 2019. Another 
data that also grows compared to 
2019 (66.2%) is that the nationals 
do not see non-Andorrans as labor 
competition, since 73.1 % consider 
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33 The presentation of the study on immigration to Andorra carried out during 2022 by the AR+I Sociology group.

78% of the population, in favor of 
foreigners voting in municipal elections
Almost 85% of Andorrans consider that 
immigration is positive for the Principality

80% of non-residents indicate that the price of 
housing is worse compared to their country of origin
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that they occupy jobs that they do 
not want. Likewise, another figu-
re that increases, reaching 45.1%, is 
the belief that the increase in immi-
grants will cause the Principality to 
lose the Catalan language.

However, the AR+I study indica-
tes that almost 85% of Andorrans, 
specifically 84.8%, consider that 
immigration to Andorra is positi-
ve, compared to 5.9% who consider 
the opposite. The positive figure, 

it should be noted, has increased 
since 2013, when it was 73.7%, pas-
sing by 81% in 2019. Asked if immi-
grants who arrive in the Principa-
lity can obtain nationality more ea-
sily, a 54 .1% of Andorrans agree, 
while 39% do not.

AR+I also asked the population 
for stereotypes. In relation to this, 
13.8% indicated that it was neces-
sary to limit the entry of foreigners, 
mainly from the Maghreb (43.5%), 

45.2% of immi-
grants feel very integrated in An-
dorran society, and 70% consi-
der it closed.

54.1% of Andor-
rans agree that foreigners can 
obtain nationality more easily

95.4% of nationals 
consider that non-Andorrans 
are necessary for the functio-
ning of the economy

the figures

The number of 
nationals in favor of 
immigrants voting in 
the general elections is 
reduced to 56.3%

Latin Americans (22.5%) and from 
Eastern Europe ( 20.4%). This as-
pect, they mentioned during the 
press conference, «indicates that 
there are certain prejudices and ste-
reotypes» towards certain nationa-
lities or places of origin. Of course, 
the sympathy of nationals towards 
people from different countries or 
regions of the world has increased 
in all cases, demonstrating that the 
pyramid of cultural prestige exists 
in the country.

Lastly, and from the point of vi-
ew of foreigners, 79.9% stated that 
the price of housing in Andorra is 
worse compared to their place of 
origin. It should be noted, however, 
that in terms of public safety, the 
natural environment and the qua-
lity of life, more than 75% indicate 
that the situation of the Principa-
lity is better compared to their co-
untry of origin. In addition, 70.1% 
consider that Andorran society is 
closed, but the number of immi-
grants who feel very integrated has 
increased compared to 2002, from 
29.1% to 45.2%. H
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T
he episcopal co-prince and 
archbishop of Urgell Joan-
Enric Vives, received last 
Tuesday at noon at the Epis-

copal Palace of La Seu d’Urgell du-
ring the Christmas reception to the 
authorities and the people of An-
dorra.

The trustee general, Carles En-
senyat, the deputy trustee, Sandra 
Codina, the head of government, 
Xavier Espot, attended, accompa-
nied by several ministers and con-
suls from the seven parishes of the 
Principality, as well as representa-
tives of the parliamentary groups 
and the Spanish ambassador to An-
dorra, Carlos Pérez-Desoy, among 
others.

Thus, Vives emphasized that the 
Christmas holidays are an occasi-
on «to renew and strengthen the 
ties that unite us to our families 
and our institutions», remarking 
that «the constitutional political 
system is configured in accordan-
ce with democratic principles and 
protects the rights of citizens».

In this sense, the co-prince spo-
ke on the subject of housing: «It is 
the great challenge to guarantee 
all citizens and residents this rig-
ht, and it must be maintained as a 
true priority of all public instituti-
ons». In this sense, Espot emphasi-
zed that «everyone must exercise 
responsibility and generosity; the 
owners must be aware that they 
have a social function». The presi-
dent of the Concòrdia parliamen-
tary group, Cerni Escalé, pointed 
out that «the capital gains tax must 
be higher than real estate specula-
tion», adding that «it is incompre-
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33 The episcopal co-prince, Joan-Enric Vives, during his traditional speech during the Christmas reception.

Vives highlights the challenge of 
guaranteeing the right to housing
Last Tuesday, the Christmas meeting was held between the episcopal co-prince and the Andorran representatives
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Espot does not want to leave part of the 
population neglected in the salary field

The Head of Government, Xavier Es-
pot, remarked last Tuesday that «it 
is clear that we will not leave unat-
tended a substantial part of the po-
pulation that is legitimately deman-
ding that their wages be increased». 
In the framework of the Christmas 
reception of the Episcopal Coprinci-
pal, Joan-Enric Vives at La Seu d’Ur-
gell, Espot emphasized that a decisi-
on will be taken «in the framework 
of a leisurely debate in the area of 
the Executive and the parliamen-
tary groups».

Therefore, despite the fact that 

they had hoped to reach an agre-
ement, it will be the Government 
that will have to decide how wages 
will be revalued next year. That’s 
why Espot explained where the ne-
gotiations between employers and 
unions were at, and that «it will be 
necessary to see what each of the 
parties is asking for in order to take 
into account the viability of the bu-
siness fabric», while remembering 
that there must be into account 
«the people most in need of protec-
tion», which are the workers, espe-
cially those with the lowest wages.

In relation to this issue, the pre-
sident of the parliamentary group 

of Concórdia, Cerni Escalé, empha-
sized that the revaluation of wages 
and thirteenth pay «must be a dis-
cussion that must be done jointly», 
and added that a thirteenth pay «re-
presents the approximate increase 
in salaries of 8%, in addition to the 
CPI». In addition, he argued that 
«it is necessary to guarantee that li-
ving conditions are decent in An-
dorra, at a time when prices are 
very high».

Finally, the president of the De-
mocrats’ parliamentary group, 
Jordi Jordana, emphasized that 
«it is a shame that there is no 
agreement».H
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33 The episcopal co-prince, Joan-Enric Vives and the head of government, 
Xavier Espot.

hensible that there are empty flats 
in the country».

ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT WITH THE EU/ 
One of the other topics discussed 
was the Association Agreement 
with the EU. Vives argued that «I ce-
lebrate the conclusion of the Agre-
ement negotiations with the EU, 
which have been successfully con-
cluded in a unique and unrepea-
table political moment». The he-
ad of government has thanked for 
their support, stressing that now is 
the time «to do a lot of pedagogy to 
bring the benefits of the agreement 

to the public». On the other hand, 
Escalé explained that «we all sha-
re the importance that Europe has, 
the importance of multilateral re-
lations», but he added that «the day 
to hold a debate on the associati-
on agreement will be another». The 
president of the Democratic parli-
amentary group, Jordi Jordana, ex-
plained that «the decision on whet-
her to be a third or associated sta-
te has consequences on one side or 
the other».

EDUCATION/ Lastly, the co-prince 
emphasized the importance of edu-

«The political system is 
configured in accordance 
with democratic 
principles, and protects 
the rights of citizens»

«Everyone 
must exercise 
responsibility; the 
owners have a 
social function»

«The capital gains tax 
must be higher than real 
estate speculation [...] It 
is incomprehensible that 
there are empty flats»
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cation, calling for the need to lo-
ok after educational institutions 
to help children and young people 
to «grow as people and as citizens, 
love life, work for common good 
in the knowledge and love of the-
ir country, educate them in free-
dom», adding the importance of 
«promoting the critical spirit to all 
citizens». 

The episcopal co-prince, Joan-
Enric Vives and the head of gover-
nment, Xavier Espot. H

The episcopal co-
prince spoke on three 
topics: the agreement 
with the EU, housing 
and education
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