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TOURISM

during the long weekend

Despite the economic crisis, there has been very |Tourists, who stay more than two nights,

high employment during the long weekend
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fter two years with a Car-

nival with restrictions due

to the pandemic caused

by the Covid-19, this 2023
the festival was able to be celebra-
ted in total normality, and the co-
untry has once again been filled
with thousands of foreign tourists
who have come this long weekend
to the Principality and enjoy the
Carnival.

Therefore, occupancy in hotels
has been more than 90%% during
Saturday, Sunday and Monday. In
fact, Imma Garcia, receptionist at
the NH hotel in Andorra la Vella,
hasassured that«all oflastweekwe
had 100% occupancy, and this we-
ek we are going the same way». In
addition, she has declared that this
season is going better than lastand
that they are recovering after the
whole time ofthe pandemic.In fact
she reported that «until the begin-
ning of March we are full». In addi-
tion, Garcia explained that«all tou-
rists stay long-term, that is to say,
more than two nights».

Felipe Caetano, receptionist at
Acta Hotel, explained that during
this long weekend the occupation
was 95%, and explains that «taking
into account the economic crisis
we are suffering, we cannot com-
plain».Even so, heassured that«the
season could go much better, since
during the weekend we are usually
full but not during the week. The
other years we had meetings every
day of the week.» Therefore, Caeta-
no has stated that they have 20%
less employment than last year.

The two hotel receptionists also
reported that most of the tourists
who come are Spanish, specifically
60%, Caetano said, followed by 20%
French and 20% Portuguese, and
thattheseason endsin March, with
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the exception of Easter.

On the one hand, the tourists
who have come to spend a few
days have two clear destinations:
the skislopes on the one hand, and
the commercial area on the other.
Most of them explained that it is
not the first time they have come
to the country, and that «the main
purpose ofthe tripistogoskiing on
theslopes, although we take advan-
tage and go through the shopping
area tolook at shops and buy».

Andorra has been celebrating
Carnival since Friday and the joy is
palpablein the streets of the Princi-
pality. The starting shot was given

by the little ones from each parish,
who paraded in costume through
the streets, and on Saturday adults
and children could enjoy the para-
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de through the capital.
Evenso,itwasnottheonlyevent

that took place for Carnival. After

the parade there was a sausage part

IMMA GARCIA

NH HOTEL RECEPTIONIST
«This season

is going better
than last; we are
recovering well
from the covid era»

FELIPE CAETANO
HOTEL RECEPTIONIST
«Considering the
economic crisis we
are suffering, we
are having a good
season»
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Hotel occupancy exceeds 90%

come to the country for skiing and shopping

WEATHER

Snow forecast for
Thursday

»» The meteorological servi-
ce of Andorra warned yester-
day that, although the week has
started sunny and calm and the
temperatures have been high th-
roughout the Carnival long we-
ekend, there will be a change in
the weather in the middle of the
week that will bring cloudiness
and precipitation. The approach
of anew disturbance will leave a
cloudy Wednesday morning and
some light rain in the north end
of the Principality. Although in
principle it would only be rain,
these precipitations will be in
the form of snow from 1,800 me-
ters. And by Thursday, the snow
level will drop and snowfall will
be widespread from 1,200 me-
ters. The forecast is for tempe-
ratures to drop from Wednes-
day, leaving 3 degrees in the ca-
pital and -4 degrees in Pas de la
Casa.

and for three nights Encamp was
the protagonist with parties for
adults, where the best costume of
each night won a prize of 250 eu-
Tos.

The carnival events will con-
tinue until tomorrow, which is
when Carnival King will be judged
and punished for his misdeeds, af-
ter organizing a whole week of re-
velry, dancing, music and costu-
mes. This one will not return until
nextyear, when we will again have
a week to enjoy the party of costu-
mes in the country from the youn-
gest to the oldest. =
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POLITICS

Democrats double Liberals in
number of militants

The new party, Concordia, is in third place in terms of number of affiliates, ahead of Accio

TWITTER @DEMOCRATES_AND

»» Xavier Espot and DA militants during the presentation of the lists for the 2A elections
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fall the political formati-
ons that have presented
a national candidacy for
the upcoming 2A electi-
ons (and with the exception of PS,
SDP and Andorra Endavant, which
have not made their figures pu-
blic), Democrats for Andorra is the

political formation with a higher
number of affiliates. Its superio-
rity in this ranking is quite strong,
since it would double the approxi-
mate number of affiliates that the
Liberals would have, the second
party with the most militants in
the next elections. Far behind, we
find the new formation of Concor-
dia, which has a very valuable figu-
re, taking into account its preco-

city, of 61 active militants. In last
position is also the new political
movement Acci6, which has speci-
fied thatin the coming weeks they
expect to significantly expand the-
ir current 43 affiliates.

All four have membership met-
hods for similar quotas, but at the
same time, with certain distincti-
ons.DAis theonly training thaton-
ly has one form of membership fee;

a single payment of 60 euros per
year regardless of the individual’s
profile.

Liberals opens the range of opti-
ons to become a member of the for-
mation of Josep Maria Cabanes. If
you are under 35, the youth fee is
40 euros per year. If you are over
35, you pay the senior fee of 80 eu-
ros.In addition, the liberal executi-
ve is considering whether to add a

SOO members of Demo-

crats for Andorra (DA) make Xavi-
er Espot’s formation the political
entity with the most militants.

1 50 members, approxi-

mately, belong to Liberals, half
thatDA.

6 1 the new political group
of Cerni Escalé has 61 affiliates,
being the third in number of affili-
ates.

43 militants in Accid,

which they expect to increase
exponentially in the coming we-
eks.

new reduced fee of 40 euros for re-
tired people.

The formation that will beled by
Cerni Escalé and Nuria Segués, des-
pite being a recently created party,
already has more than fifty mem-
bers. From the very beginning, the
assembly movement pretended
that money was not a problem for
the ability to become a militant.
Being consistent with this menta-
lity, Concordia has a catalog of fees
of different amounts and let the af
filiate choose the fee that best suits
his desire to be involved. These fees
start from 80 euros tojustone euro.

Finally, the new training of the
acting minister, Judith Pallareés,
has three payment methods. The
ordinary annual fee is 80 euros,
but the youth fee for those under
35 and the senior fee for those over
65 only pay 40 euros per year. =

SOCIETY

About 200 people mobilize
against Grifols in Ordino

The demonstrators went from the Main Square to the land where the laboratory will be located
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About 200 people gathered this
past Saturday in Ordino to protest
against the installation of a P3 labo-
ratory by the Grifols company. The
protests are focused on the environ-
mental danger of having a project li-
ke this and more so in Ordino, the
only parish declared a biosphere re-
serve by UNESCO.

These reserves are territories
whose aim is to harmonize the con-
servation of biological and cultural
diversity and economic and social
development through people’s re-
lationship with nature. It would be
thefirstP31laboratorylocated inabi-
osphere reserve.

Theattendees took partinasilent
march from the center of Ordino to
the land where the facilities will be
located. Enric Dolsa, municipal co-
uncilor of X’Ordino, also participa-
ted,although heassured thathewas
doingitas a citizen and that he had
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»» March against Grifols in Ordino

not participated in the organizati-
on.Thecitizen platform that organi-
zed it dissociates itself from any po-
litical movement and questions the
project because of the security and
the negative repercussion it would
have for Andorra.
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They claim that the problem
these laboratories have is that

they can work with pathogenic
microorganismssuchasthe AIDS
virus or hepatitis B, and therefo-
re have many risks for public he-
alth. =

TRADITIONS

The Contrabandistes
(smugglers) satirize Ordino
reality one more year

The Grifols P3 laboratory, the parking situation and the
2A elections, at the center of the stage
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For the sixth edition, the Smugglers
judge of Ordino satirized and paro-
died yesterday, in the Main Square
of Ordino, the reality of the citizens
of Ordino and the affairs that are ha-
ving themostimpacton theeveryday
life of the parish. This year, the Gri-
fols P3 laboratory, thelack of punctu-
ality of the Ordino priest, the increa-
se in parking controls and the mem-
bers of the Municipality have been
the topics that have been referenced
the most.

The president of the Popular Cul-
ture association, Albert Roig, was sa-
tisfied with the increase in volunte-
ers and the large number of partici-
pants in the theatrical performance,
reaching around twenty actors. Roig
emphasized that the realization of
the work has been quite a challenge
in terms of organization, but he has
recognized the final result as a suc-

cess.

One of the most outstanding as-
pects of the work has been the upco-
ming construction of the P3 labora-
tory of the Grifols companyin the pa-
rish, together with all kinds of events
and actors that have manifested in
relation to this affair. The silent de-
monstration against the laboratory
last Saturday, the municipal refusal
tohold apopularconsultation tofind
out the will of the Ordino people in
relation to this project, the oppositi-
on minority of Dolsa and Armengol
with respect to Grifols and the posi-
tion in favor of the Mortés and Choy
consuls, were represented by the cul-
tural association.

Inthesameway, the priestand the
situation of Ordino’s parking lots,
where they emphasized that there is
no point in the parish where you can
park for free, also had their echo in
the scene, which made entertain the
publicwith a satirical tone.=
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