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T
he Government perma-
nently approves free public 
transport for residents and 
Andorrans. This was stated 

last Thursday in a press conference 
by the Secretary of State for Energy 
Transition, Transport and Mobility, 
David Forné. He assessed that «it has 
been a measure of success, and we 
are very satisfied and happy», and 
pointed out that «citizens have se-
en that with this free service, their 
pockets are fuller in a time of inflati-
on». The aim of the measure is «to ac-
company citizens and improve the-
ir executive power, while offering 
transport completely free of char-
ge, a more sustainable service that 
allows reducing the flow of private 
vehicles», he emphasized.

The Secretary of State, together 
with the director of Energy and 
Transport, Carles Miquel, presented 
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33 David Forné and Carles Miquel in the press conference, the day before yesterday.

Public transport will be free 
throughout the term
During this year, 4,000 car journeys per day have 
been reduced, and by 2030 they would double

In 2019, measures were implemented to 
reduce the price, and in 2022 it was finally free
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MOBILITY

«We want to accompany 
citizens and improve their 
purchasing power, while offering 
a sustainable service»

«The measure has made users 
loyal, each person who uses 
the bus does so an average of 
14.6 times a month»

David Forné

Carles Miquel

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR ENERGY TRANSITION, 
TRANSPORT AND MOBILITY

DIRECTOR OF ENERGY AND TRANSPORT

make one or two».
On the other hand, the Secretary 

of State and the Director of the De-
partment explained that they want 
to continue improving the service 
beyond free, affecting quality and 
frequencies. That’s why «over the 
next few months we will unify all 
the cards to create one», explained 
Forné, who also informed that «with 
the Secretary of State for Equality 
and Citizen Participation we want 
to create a participatory process 
with the population to deal with 
those issues that can be improved».

To finish, the Secretary of State 
reported that before the free expen-
diture was 3.5 million euros per ye-
ar, but now it climbs up to seven mi-
llion.

TRAFFIC INTERRUPTIONS / The munici-
pality of Andorra la Vella informed 
via its twitter that during this wee-
kend there will be traffic interrupti-
ons in Guillemó Square, and it will 
be diverted along Alzinaret street: 
today it will be from 6:00 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m. and tomorrow from 7:00 
a.m. to 10:00 a.m.  H

The objective of 
the measure is to 
accompany citizens 
to improve their 
purchasing power

the balance of the use of the free bus 
service. So, Miquel began to explain 
that in 2019 a first step was already 
taken towards free travel, with unli-
mited trips per month for 30 euros. 
But it wasn’t until June of last year 
when it was 100% subsidized by the 
Government. Thus, he commented 
that the number of annual trips has 
gone from 3,525,810 to 5,932,265, 
which represents an increase of 2.4 
million users in one year, as a positi-
ve result of the measure and the be-
nefits they entail for the populati-
on, in addition to the savings of up 
to 1,500 tons thanks to the reducti-
on of up to 4,000 trips, and in 2030 
they could be doubled, Miquel emp-
hasized.

Miquel also argued that the «me-
asure has made users loyal, since 
each person who uses national pu-
blic transport does so an average of 
14.6 times a month: «35% of users 
make more than 15 trips a  and 23% 

1,500 tons of CO2 sa-
vings this year

4,000 reduced jour-
neys this year

the figures

14.6 trips per month per 
user

2.4 million user trips in one 
year
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T
he Municipalty of Sant Julià 
de Lòria awarded the remo-
deling of the Prat Gran chil-
dren’s park to Pidasa Ser-

veis for an amount of 394,955.98 
euros, a work that did not have the 
support of the councilors of Desper-
ta Laurèdia, who abstained after 
criticizing the transfers of money 
from one part of the budget to anot-
her to make the project a reality. 
However, the corporation had ini-
tially planned a budget of 300,000 
euros, which has been increased as 
a result of the increase in the cost of 
materials. In parallel, the corpora-
tion also approved the settlement 
of accounts for 2022, a financial ye-
ar that has closed with a surplus of 
nearly two million euros.

With regard to the children’s 
park, the councilor for the mino-
rity, Rossend Areny, reiterated that 
from the formation «we do not sha-
re his vision on the Prat Gran», sin-
ce «ours is more global and con-
templates a more determined and 
worked-out transformation» gi-
ving greater utility to the space. In 
the same vein, councilor Cerni Cai-
rat explained that «our feasibility 
plan for El Prat Gran contemplated 
a project that provided a much wi-
der service in terms of improving 
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33 A moment from the ordinary session of the Sant Julià de Lòria municipal council this Thursday.

Almost 400,000 euros for the 
conversion of the Prat Gran park
The Municipality of Sant Julià de Lòria has closed 2022 with a surplus of nearly two million euros.
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MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

COMÚ DE LA MASSANA

33 . Image of the ordinary session of the council of the municipality of la 
Massana.

La Massana will install a public 
Wi-Fi network in several places

The municipality of la Massana ap-
proved a credit supplement, which 
will be financed from the Treasury, 
in order to be able to install a public 
Wi-Fi network in several places in 
the parish, as requested by the scho-
olchildren in the Children’s Coun-
cil. At the moment, it has been deci-

ded to install Wi-Fi in the two busiest 
areas of the parish: El Prat Gran and 
Plaça de les Fontetes.

As councilor Marc Jové explained, 
apart from providing a service, «this 
action will have the double function 
of promoting tourist activities and 
providing coverage for the different 
events that take place in these two 
points, such as Andoflora or la Sere-
nalla».

In the same session, the decree re-
gulating the conditions of circulati-
on and access to Pal station during 
the MTB World Cup was also appro-
ved. From August 20th, the access of 
motorhomes will be prohibited. At 

the moment, the Traffic department 
is working together with the station 
team to enable parking points.

Another of the points was the ap-
proval of the addendum to the colla-
boration agreement between the Go-
vernment and the municipality for 
the construction of affordable hou-
sing in Ribasol. Specifically, it was 
approved that the payment be made 
in two installments, the first during 
this financial year and the second, 
next year.

On the other hand, the Council 
gave the green light to the installa-
tion of new surveillance cameras in 
different places in the parish. The 

It will take place in the two 
most crowded spaces: El 
Prat Gran and Plaça de 
les Fontetes
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parking spaces» and with a «gree-
ner park with the same games for 
the rascals». In the face of criti-
cism from the opposition, the Con-
sul Major of Sant Julià, Josep Majo-
ral, stated that this is an initiative 

«that we have been pursuing for at 
least two years», but that it was pre-
viously rejected «due to the high 
amounts requested by the compa-
nies that submitted to the compe-
tition».

of the village, probably in the area 
of the Bixessarri snack bar in order 
to respond to the demand of the re-
sidents. So, there will be separate 
areas for young and old and new 
play structures will be placed such 
as different slides, as well as «some 
equipment suitable for people with 
difficulties».

CLOSING OF ACCOUNTS / The Finance 
Minister, Maria Àngels Marfany, 

minor consul, Eva Sansa, highligh-
ted as very necessary the area of Ani-
ta Park and the back of the Church, 
where several graffiti had to be clea-
ned recently.

Finally, an item was approved for 

the new Procedures service, with the 
aim of enhancing the electronic he-
adquarters and making the proces-
ses more accessible and convenient 
for citizens, both for the residents of 
the parish and the rest of Andorra.  H

Going into the details of the re-
modeling works, the consul detai-
led that «a total renovation» will ta-
ke place. In fact, some of the game 
elements that are in good conditi-
on will be relocated in another part 

The initial budget 
was 300,000 euros, but 
it was increased due to 
the increase in the cost 
of materials

reported that last year was closed 
with a positive balance of 1.9 milli-
on euros. In addition, total income 
rose to 17 million and total com-
mitted expenses stood at 18 milli-
on. All in all, Cairat regretted that, 
despite these quite positive results, 
the income of the municipality co-
mes mainly from the construction 
sector, «a model that is finite». The-
refore, he added, «we need the in-
vestments of the coming years to be 
aimed at creating new, more resili-
ent sources of income». as reported 
by the ANA. H
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