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Concordia and PS name the

budget framework very optimistic

Escalé and Vela believe that the Government’s | Lladés defends the rigor of the project and

forecasts do not match the national reality
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he two amendments pre-

sented before yesterday by

the Social Democratic and

Concordia parliamentary
groups to the budget framework
for the 2024-2027 mandate were re-
jected with a result for both votes
with 19 votes against, seven in favor
and no abstentions. The opposition
parliamentary groups explained
during the debate at the General
Council session that the proposed
budget framework lacks predicta-
bility regarding the possible chan-
ges that may occur in the years in
which the budget framework is in
force, since the forecasts contem-
plates this are considered by the
Social Democratic and Concordia
parliamentary groups as too opti-
mistic. The argument of the oppo-
sition, embodied by the social de-
mocrat Susanna Vela and the lea-
der of Concordia, Cerni Escalé, is
based on the fact that they believe
that the analyzed figures rely too
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SUSANNA VELA
GENERAL COUNCILOROF THEPS

«|t cannot be that a
country like ours doubles
Spain’s GDP and
quadruples France’s»

CERNIESCALE

PRESIDENT OF THE PARLIAMENTARY
GROUP OF CONCORDIA

«The new debt that we
would have to assumein
the event of an economic
crisis would be of a higher
type due to the state of
the markets»

CONSELL GENERAL | SERGI PEREZ

»» The General Counsel of Concordia, Cerni Escalé, speaking at the General Council on Wednesday.

much on the post-covid dynamics
thathavebeen followed so far, whe-
re the growth of the Andorran eco-
nomy has been accelerated by the
abandonment of the lockdown me-
asures against Covid-19, an expo-
nential growth of the construction
sector and the same touristic eco-
nomic model that is conducive to
time to recover the rate of econo-
mic growth after a crisis that pre-
vents the entry of tourists into the
country, among others. The Minis-
ter of Finance, Ramén Lladés, de-
fended that the budget framework
hasbeendrawnupanddesigned ac-
cording to the data provided by the
Department of Government Statis-
tics, which were considered by the

minister himself to be highly rigo-
rousand prudent, in addition toen-
dorse the favorable and more opti-
mistic opinions of the Internatio-
nal Monetary Fund (IMF) regarding
the growth of the Andorran eco-
nomy.

VELA WARNS ABOUT THE OPTIMISTIC VISI-
ON OF THE GOVERNMENT/ The general
councilor of the PS, Susanna Vela,
stated when defending the amend-
ment that «it cannot be that a co-
untry like ours, which depends on
tourism, and especially on proxi-
mity, double the Spanish GDP and
even quadruple the Frenchvy, cri-
ticizing the optimistic perspecti-
ves with which the PS accuses the

Government of having drawn up
the budget framework. The soci-
al democratic councilor expressed
the concern of her parliamentary
group towards «that the GDP incre-
ases much more than our neighbo-
ring countries due to local tourism
and rampant constructionn». Like-
wise, Vela also denounced the pro-
gressive indebtedness of the State
declaring that «<when before, for
every 100 euros that the Govern-
mentbroughtin, 80 was spent, now
ofthese 100 euros, it spends 90 and
only 10 are left. In other words, he
owes more money every year, but
spends more money”.

ESCALE DENOUNCES «LACK OF FORESIG-

that it is supported by Statistics and IMF data

Bartolomé doubts
the CDI drafting
system

»»> The General Council sessi-
on also debated and ratified the
Non-Double Taxation Conventi-
on (CDI) with Iceland. The Coun-
cilor of Concordia, Pol Bartolomé,
asked about the strategy followed
by the Government to sign these
agreements, accusing that «the
State has lost its strategic, refle-
xive and pragmatic component».
Minister LIadés and the councilor
of the majority, Berna Coma, cla-
rified that these agreements are
drawn up rigorously and based on
the available capacities.

HT»/ The leader of Concordia, Cerni
Escalé, defended the amendment
of his parliamentary group clai-
ming thatit has a short-term pers-
pective. Escalé warned about the
fact that the State has a debt of be-
tween 1,310 and 1,110 million eu-
ros, mentioning that the revenu-
es with which the Government can
currently countdo not cover public
expenses, in addition to warning
of that the budgetary framework
maintains deficit forecasts in the
next four years. The leader of Con-
cordia declared that «if we now be-
gan to prematurely repay the debts
contracted, the new debt that we
would have to assume as a State
in the event of an economic crisis,
would probably be at a higher rate
due to the current state of the mar-
kets» .

Ajudge will be able to retire at
65/With theapproval of theamend-
ment to the Law of Justice proposed
by Minister Molné, the country’s
judges and magistrates will be able
to retire at 65 and work until they
are75. =
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PARISHES

Ordino on two sides

During yesterday's meeting, the owners were summoned to download the Town Planning Plan

»» Image of the parish of Ordino.
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n the one hand, the ow-
ners, on the other, the ot-
her residents of the pa-
rish.

The owners, yesterday, were ca-
lled tolineup,at8:00 p.m.,attheHo-
telComaofOrdinoin order todown-
load the Town Planning Plan drawn
up by the current communal majo-
rity.

It must be said that there are two
types of these owners. On the one
hand, those who have practically
not built their heritage; on the ot-
herhand, the others, whohavebeco-
meveryrichduring thelast10years.

From the first, you can unders-

tand their sadness.

Butwhat about the second ones?

Do they want to keep selling to
getrich?

Are they the same growth?

What do you think that landless
residents are second class?

Whose parish is it?

Only from the owners?

Or ofall those who live there?

The gentleman who has instiga-

The owners of the
land in the parish
have been called to
the Hotel Coma at
8:00 p.m.

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC

ted the meeting, does he really beli-
eve that the rest of the citizens will
accept being second-class citizens?

Hedoesnotthinkthatheisdoing
the parish a disservice, and that, af
ter the meeting, the citizenswho ha-
ve no property (because their vote
is just as valuable as one of the big
owners) can revolutionize and be
themselves, by a large majority, tho-
se who dictate how they want the
parish?

This meeting has been done a dis-
service.

From the meeting, those without
estates are also likely to meet to see
what they plan to do with the pa-
rish, as they make up more than 90%
ofresidents.

Be hateful, they rule!=
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The appointment took place

this December in Bucharest
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The Police Technology Crime Group
was present at the Council of Euro-
pe (CoE) Octopus conference, repre-
sented by an officer as Deputy Ex-
pert of the Cybercrime Convention
Committee and National Represen-
tative of the 24/7 Network Point of
Contact of the Budapest Conven-
tion. The conference was held be-
tween 13th and 15th December in
the city of Bucharest, Romania, at
the headquarters of the Council of
Europe Cybercrime Program Offi-
ce (C-PROC). The congress brought
together more than 500 specialists
in technological crimes from mo-
re than 100 countries with the aim
of strengthening international coo-
peration to combat cybercrime. Po-
lice forces, prosecutors, internatio-
nal organizations, the private sector
and theacademicworld took partin
it. The summit was one of the lar-
gest platforms for the exchange of
knowledge and experience, whe-
re crucial topics such as cybercri-
me legislation, cyber security, the
use of artificial intelligence (AlI) in

between the 13th and 15th of

»» The participants of the Octopus Conference of the Council of
Europe.

The Police participate in a
cybercrime conference

this type of crimes, online child se-
xual exploitation, abuse and cyber-
bullying. At the same time, there
was also discussion about freedom
ofexpression, disinformation, ma-
nipulation and digital authoritari-
anism, spoofing, the convergence
between physical and digital evi-
dence, as well as strategies to fig-
ht malware, ransomware and the
illicit actions committed through
the use of cryptocurrencies to try
not to leave a trace. From the Nati-
onal Police Force, the fight against
cybercrime is considered a key is-
sue that knows no borders, and for
this reason it is considered crucial
toattend international assemblies
of this level, in which cooperation
tools and the best practices for de-
aling with these crimes, in order
to strengthen the capacity to act
with effective responses with the
aimofguaranteeing humanrights
and legality.

It should be remembered that
the Budapest Convention was cre-
ated in 2001, and entered into for-
cein 2004.Itis the firstinternatio-
nal treaty created with the aim of
protecting society from cybercri-
me and promoting cooperation be-
tween countries and toshare infor-
mation more quickly. Andorra sig-
neditin 2016. =
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A Christmas full of activities and magical
proposals at Grandvalira Resorts

The most traditional are
the descent of torches in
Soldeu and the cavalcade
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Theresorts of Grandvalira Resorts ha-
ve everything ready to welcome Ch-
ristmas with a wide range of Christ-
mas and adventure proposals for the
whole family, accompanied by magi-
calactivities such asmuixing or snow-
mobile trips, mealson the mosticonic
terraces of the seasons or dinners un-
der thestars.

The most typically Christmas ac-
tivities are always the main protago-
nists at this time at Grandvalira Re-
sorts. Thus, this year there will be
torchlight descents in Soldeu, on

December 31st at 6:00 p.m. on the
Os track, and in Pas de la Casa, on Ja-
nuary 5thon the direct track. This
second will be followed by the arri-
val of the Three Kings, who will be
welcomed with the traditional ca-
valcade and a great fireworks show.
Little skiers, from 6 to 12 years old,
will also have their leading role and
will be able to participate in the des-
cent of Soldeu’s lights, on January
3rd. Both descents will feature the
Demo Team, which will make the
descent with a spectacular outfit of
led lights.

The most wanted person these
days, Santa Claus, will visit the snow
gardens of Pas de la Casa, Grau Roig
and Encamp on December 24th to
accompany the little skiers on the-
irfirstdescents. He will also visit the

schools of Soldeu, El Tarter and Ca-
nillo on the 24th itself so that the
boys and girls can express their
most special wishes.

Visitors to Ordino Arcalis will
be able to find Santa Claus skiing
around the resort in the mornings
until Christmas Day, from 10.00
a.m. to 12.00 p.m. He will then vi-
sit the snow gardens and, from 1:00
p-m.to3:00 p.m., hewill beavailable
atthePlanellsrestaurant foranyone
who wishes to send him their wis-
hes. Those who want a more special
and intimate encounter with Sant
Claus can visit him tomorrow ac-
companied by his elves at the Cow
Bella restaurant in Pal Arinsal. They
can also have a snack-dinner with
him in Canillo on the 22nd and
23rd, or have a snack by the fire and

GRANDVALIRA RESORTS

»» Santa Claus on the ski slopes of Grandvalira Resorts.

do crafts with him at the Cabaneta
of Incles in Epic Andorra every day
until December 23rd.

LEARN / The schools in the different
stations will be 100% operational
during the festivities to offer visi-

tors the wide range of learning pro-
grams they offer for all ages, levels
and disciplines. Thus, anyone who
wants to can learn or improve the-
ir technique not only in skiing and
snowboarding, but also in Freestyle
and Freeride.=
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