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proved the extension of the rents

to work together on the problem

Existing contracts signed after 2019 are

also extended until 2027

The SAAS will be able to obtain a mammogram and

a CT scan valued at 450,000 and 900,000 euros

«\Work to improve
access to decent
housing. [...] Tackling
this issue together

IS the best way to
succeed»

CONSELL GENERAL

>> The Minister of the Pre3|dency, Eoonomy Work and Housmg ConX|ta I\/Iarsol durlng the session of the General Council.
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ANDORRA LA VELLA
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e rent extension law was
approved by consent during
the General Council session.
The will of consensus betwe-

en the majority and the opposition
is to carry out a series of actions to
solve the housing problem. Despite
the fact that it is a law that does not
satisfy everyone, both the General
Council and the Government agree
that it protects tenants and gives ro-
om so thatin the three years that the
contracts will have to be extended,
work can be done to put on the mar-
ket housing for rent at an affordable
price thanks to a public park, toa pu-

blic-private collaboration or to the
fact that houses that are now empty
are on the market.

Democratic councilor Meritxell
Lépez commented that this is an in-
tervention that cannot be perpetua-
ted over time and it was considered
thatthethree-yearextensionisapru-
dent time for, for example, the Exe-
cutive to put 300 public housing on
the market. Lépez recalled that cur-
rent contracts signed after 2019 are
also extended until 2027 and that li-
mits are established for increases. In
this way, lands that are above eight
euros per square meter cannotberai-
sed, while those that are between se-
ven and eight euros can be increased
by 4%. With respect to those that are

New diagnostic machines for SAAS

»» Last Tuesday at the General Co-
uncil, a credit supplement was al-
so approved by assent so that the
Andorran Health Care Service (SA-
AS) can purchase a mammograph
and a CT scan valued at 450,000 and
900,000 euros respectively. The Mi-
nisterofHealth,HelenaMas, presen-
ted this proposal with the need to in-
vest in key health technology and
with the aim of offering better servi-
ces. Mas added that these devices
are used to replace the current ones
that have already finished their use-

ful life, and in addition, itinvolves the
replacement by «pointer» widgets
in order to ensure «maximum qua-
lity, safety and efficiency in the early
approach and comprehensive of di-
seases». The mammograph impro-
ves the accuracy of the tests it carri-
es out and reduces its repetition ra-
te by 40%, as well as affecting early
detection and assuming lower radi-
ationthan the currentmachine. Whi-
le the new CT scanner will allow bet-
ter detection and characterization
of injuries.

between six and seven euros, the CPI
may be increased and those that cost
less than six euros per square meter
may be increased by the CPI plus 4%.
Regarding the extension of new hou-
sing for tourist use until September
2025 and the tax forempty flats is in-
creased.

The Minister of the Presidency,
Economy, Work and Housing, Con-
xita Marsol, apart from the propo-
sed law approved last Tuesday, pro-
posed to the different parliamentary
groupstomeetinorderto«groupthe
different proposals by topic, priori-
tize them and continue working to
improve access to decent housing».
The minister is aware that it is a ma-
jor challenge and that the proposals
arenoteasy, but«addressing this pro-
blem together is the best way to suc-
ceed». In addition, Marsol wanted to
thank «the climate of communicati-
on, effortand work, especially thatof
cession and pact». The minister also
defended protecting the tenantwith
an extension that goes «beyond a ye-
ar» in exchange for «a moderate in-
crease in the lowest rents»:

From the parliamentary groups
of the opposition, the desire for di-
alogue was valued with the aim of
taking forward a series of measures
thatmanage to alleviate the housing
problem. On the one hand, the pre-
sident of Andorra Endavant, Carine
Montaner, emphasized thatin these
three years «action should be taken
in the political sphere» to have a pu-
blicparkinorder tocurbspeculation
and be able to surface the empty flo-
ors. Also, to regulate flats for tourist
use or to promote property registra-
tion and develop a reference index.
On the other hand, the deputy presi-
dentofthePS, Susanna Vela, celebra-
ted that there has been «the change
in the helm of the Government that
they have been demanding for two
legislatures» and emphasized that
she hopes that there will be speed to
carry forward policies ofhousing glo-
bally.

Finally, the president of Concor-
dia, Cerni Escalé, commented that it
is a «good law (despite issues such as
the limits on housing prices should
have benefited from variables)» and
as a negative aspect he commented
thatit’s alittle late. But he believes it
isimportant to act forcefully. =
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Rejected the
route of the
Purissima
demonstration

The Coordinator for
Housing does not want to
take the route that Interior
has said

EL PERIODIC
ESCALDES-ENGORDANY

X @PeriodicAND

he Police have rejected the
route proposed for the de-
monstration on December
8th that the Housing Coor-
dinator has called. This was confir-
med by his organization through
his Telegram group. Thus, the opti-
on was to demonstrate on Carrer de
la Uni6 and la Dama de Gel (precise-
lytheborderbetween AndorralaVe-
lla and Escaldes-Engordany), but ac-
cording to the Coordinator for Hou-
sing, «the Police excuse themselves
in conflicts with the traffic and the
generation of retentions». In additi-
on, they wanted to emphasize that
Interior has recommended a possi-
ble second route and they have re-
jected it immediately. They also
emphasized that «we are asking for
authorization because we consider
that we must give notice to guaran-
tee a peaceful and safe mobilization
for the people».Finally, they empha-
sized that «Police, Mobility and Civil
Protection have people sufficiently
qualified to guarantee the right of
demonstration to citizens».

: L
JORDITORRES
MINISTER OF TOURISM

AND COMMERCE

«\We must make sure
that this does not affect
the people who visit

us, it cannot hinder the
country’s economy»

«By the Purissima
long-weekend where
all the ski slopes will
probably be open»

The Minister of Tourism and Com-
merce, Jordi Torres, gave his opinion
last Tuesday on the demonstration of
December 8th in the program Avui se-
ra un bon dia of Radio Televisi6 d’An-
dorra Thus, Torres firstly argued that
theright to demonstrate is completely

legitimate, although he showed reluc-
tance to do so on such a prominent da-
teforthe country:<However,itmustbe
ensured that thisdoes notaffect the pe-
ople who visit us», he pointed out, ad-
ding that «This cannot hinder the co-
untry’s economyp.

»» Image of the October 31st demonstration.

The Minister of Tourism also wan-
ted to emphasize that «<we cannot ha-
ve a collapse, because these are very
important dates for the country’s eco-
nomy», adding that «for the Purissima
long weekend in which probably all
the tracks of ski will be open’.

And the ministerwanted to empha-
size that <another type of demonstra-
tion can be held on another day, since
there are many merchants and hotels
that live from tourismy», adding that
«more than 50% of the country’s GDP
lives from tourismy». =

TOURISM

Cirque du Soleil will continue to come to
the Principality for another four years

The show will have a net cost
of between 200,000 and
250,000 euros each year

‘ EL PERIODIC
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The Minister of Tourism and Com-

merce, Jordi Torres, announced
last Tuesday on the program Avui
serda un bon dia of Radio Televisi6
d’Andorra that last week the ne-
gotiation was closed to renew the
arrival of Cirque du Soleil in the
Principality for four more editi-
ons. Thatis, until 2027.

As he pointed out, the net cost
hasincreased andisaround 200,000
to 250,000 euros per year, pointing
out «from 2013 to last year what we
had under control».

However, the contract hasa clau-
se that will allow you to terminate
if certain expectations are not met.

Specifically, these are parameters of
satisfaction for the public, in which
the minimum grade must be 8.5,
and the influx of people must be at
least 70,000 people.

On the other hand, Torres men-
tioned that other proposals are also
being worked on for next year and
2025. In relation to this, the minis-
termentioned thatawinterdrive-in
cinema could arrive in the country
«to give this extra» and with the in-
tention of being at the “cutting ed-
ge of current affairs». =

@ANDORRAWORLD

»» Cirque du Soleil’s ‘Festa’ show.
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